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The Abiding Word 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


IME was the sky seemed very low, 
A spangled roof across the night; * 
And now my dazed brain reels to know 
What savants tell of breadth, of height; 
But still the old Word standeth sure 
As when a little child was I: 
‘‘ My thoughts than man’s more high, more 


pure 
Than is the space from earth to s 
“s 3 
Fearlessness 


Fear is the secret of:fearlessness. For 
there is a fear that:means strength, not 
weakness. ‘It is the fear of faith, — that 
is, the fear that only those know.who really 
have faith in God. Fear of the Lord is 
an evidence of faith in him. David says: 
“The fear of ‘the Lord is clean, enduring 
for ever” (Psa. 19:9). Dr. Scofield com- 
ments on the expression, “fear of the Lord,” 
as a phrase cf Old Testament piety “mean- 
ing reverenti.1 trust, with hatred of evil.” 
In the notebook of a soldier boy who was 
killed in the Great War was found this 
sentence: “May I be kept fearless in the 
fear of God.” David was no coward, — 
he was bravest of the brave,—and the 
secret and explanation of his courage was 
his clean, enduring fear of the Lord. . God 
\is never afraid. -God is omniscient and 


omnipotent; nothing can ever take him by 
surprise, nothing can defeat him or injure 
him. And God’s children are in his keep- 
ing, under his protection, led by him in 
his perfect wisdom. As they trust him, 
love him, fear him in reverential trust, they 
are given the fearlessness that comes from 
their assurance that nothing can break 
through God’s protecting care to harm 
them. “For he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we 
may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, 
and I will not fear what man shall do unto 
me” (Heb. 13:5, 6). 


-— 
The Holy Spirit's Theme 


There are men whose lives are given 
to one supreme interest; and we may say, 
in all reverence, that the same is true of 
God. His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, is 
his supreme, all-glorious interest. It is 
Christ “whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds”; and “unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever” (Heb. 
1:2, 8). Of Christ alone God says: “For 
whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things” (Heb. 2:10). God brought the 
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Far-Off Ones 


A side light on Sunday 


N THE Gospel according to Luke the 
| phrase “afar off” is found five times, 

namely, 16:23, 17:12, 18:13, 22:54, 
and 23:49. The same word, although dif- 
ferently translated, is found in 15:13 and 
15:20. ‘hen, too, in 18:40, although the 
original word is different, the person spoken 
of must have been at a distance. Putting 
the passages together, we have, in textual 
order: 


15:13—the prodigal afar off. 


16: 23 —the rich man in hell seeing Abra- 
ham afar off. 


17: 12—the ten lepers standing afar off. 
18: 13—the publican praying afar off. 
18: 40—blind Bartimzus afar off. 
22:54 — Peter following afar off. 


23:49—the women from Galilee standing 
afar off. 


These are stories of seven far-off ones in 
that Gospel whose great purpose (see key 
verse, 19:10) is to tell of the Son of 
man who is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost, the far-off ones. 

Having collated the passages, let us do 
something toward appraising their values. 


created universe into existence for his Son: 
“all things were created by him, and for 
him: and. he is before all things, and by 
him all things consist. ... For it pleased 
the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell” (Col. 1: 16-19). So we find that 
when the Holy Spirit, a member of the 
Godhead, came to dwell in the Church 
which is the body of Christ, he had and 
he has only one theme— Jesus Christ. 
Therefore it has been said truly that “when 
you are filled with the Holy Spirit you 
will not be conscious of the Holy Spirit, 
but of the Lord Jesus.” The Saviour him- 
self said of the coming of the Holy Spirit: 
“When the Comforter is come, ... he 
shall testify of me. . . . He shall glorify 
me” (John 15:26; 16:14). It is only 
because of the work and testimony of. the 
Holy Spirit that we can receive Jesus as 
Saviour and acknowledge him as Lord, for 
“no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 12:3). 
But we are never told to fix our thoughts 
or our gaze upon the Holy Spirit; if we 
would live well-pleasing unto God and “run 
with patiencé the race>that is set before. 
us,” we can do this) only by. “looking unto 
Jesus the author an@ fmishér of ‘our faith" 
(Heb. 12:1, ae 
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Brought Nigh 


school lessons in Luke 


Perhaps we may best do this by gathering 
them into groups. 


1. First of all, observe the common con- 
dition. Here, indeed we have variety; but, 
while each may be wandering in a differ- 
ent way, all are on the downward road. 

In 17:12, as Christ entered a certain 
village, the lepers stood afar off because 
their disease demanded isolation. Leprosy 
is a symbol of sin. Ten men, sinners by 
nature, and, in themselves, far off from 
hope. 

In 15:13 we have the prodigal, a sinner 
by practice, walking according to the course 
of this world, turning to his own way, 
far off from the father. 

In 18:13 is the picture of the publican, 
a sinner by nature and by practice, but now 
under conviction, and praying that God 
will be propitiated to him. 

In 18: 40 we have the picture of a blind, 
far-off man. He has, however, a keen sense 
of his need, and he has faith in the Lord 
Jesus (v. 42). These prompt his cries 
for mercy. 

In 22:54 is the record of Peter, a be- 
liever, far off at that time because he was 
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not separated from the world. He is soon 
with the enemies of his Lord; and, like 
Lot in Sodom, has lost his testimony —a 
far too common picture today. 

Five pictures of far-off ones, alike and 
yet not alike; alike in that each is an illus- 
tration of the condition of us all by nature. 
Our iniquities have separated between us 
and our God, Left to ourselves we must 
perish, 


2. Now let us notice the only hope. Those 
who were far off were brought nigh. How, 
or by whom? 

The lepers (17:12) were brought nigh 
by Christ’s word of power. He healed their 
dread disease and sent them away rejoicing. 
No word from him will fall fruitless. 

The prodigal (15:13 and 20), even when 
he was yet afar off, was seen by the keen 
eyes of love, and his “I have sinned” is 
not overlooked. 

The penitent publican (18:13) is sent 
home justified: He had pleaded, “Be thou 
propitiated,” and that prayer was not shut 
out. Our Lord does not here tell us how 
God is propitiated. The time was not yet 
ripe for him to amplify his later words 
about his blood shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins (Matt. 26: 28). 
atonement be fully explained before his 
atonement had been offered? But, with 
the whole New Testament before us, we 
are sure that this penitent, like all saved 
ones to the end of time, was justified and 
made nigh by the blood of Christ (Eph. 
2° 13). 

The only hope of blind Bartimeus (18: 
40) was in the welcoming grace and heal- 
ing power of our blessed Lord. 

The same is true of Peter in 22:54. 
“The Lord turned, and looked upon Peter” 
(22:61). That look spoke volumes to the 
denier. It broke him down into godly 
sorrow, and it kept that sorrow from turn- 
ing into despair and ending in suicide. 

In these, as in all far-off cases, there is 
neither help nor hope for sin-driven-off 
men except in the God-provided Deliverer, 
Saviour, Redeemer. “None but Jesus can 
do helpless sinners good.” “One only hand, 
a pierced hand, can salve the sinner’s 
wound.” “We have no shelter from our 
sin, but in Thy wounded side.” The love, 
the mercy of God? Yes, by all means, but 
love is mediated to us through Jesus Christ 
our Lord (1 John 4:10) and specifically 
through his shed blood. Far-off ones are 
brought nigh in only one way, “through 
the blood of his cross” (Col. 1: 20). Every 
believer can sing with John Newton: 


Let us praise and join the chorus 
f the saints enthroned on high. 
Here, they trusted Him before us, 
Now their praises fill the sky. 
He has washed us with His blood; 
He has brought us nigh to God. 


3. Mark next the faith-way home. Each 
case is a good illustration of “all the fit- 
ness He requireth is to feel your need of 
Him.” 

In the case of the far-off lepers there was 
a sense of need and of Christ’s power to 
heal, and then the cry for mercy. 

In the returning prodigal there was a 
trust in the father, an admission of ill- 
desert, and a willingness to be or do what 
the father willed. 

When we ask what sent the far-off pub- 
lican down to his house justified rather 
than the Pharisee, the answer is clear. 


Could his | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


One claimed: God’s approval on the ground 
of :merit or character; the other sought 
his forgiveness on the ground of mercy 
or- grace. The publican took the place 
of a sinner and pleaded the great sacrifice. 
Did ever sinner perish thus? 

The only hope of Bartimzus was in great 
David’s greater Son. In faith he called 
upon him, and his faith made him whole 
(18: 42). 

And as to far-off Peter, the way home 
was the same. True, the fellowship ques- 
tion is not the same as the guilt question; 
but, both salvation and restoration are 
through the same redeeming Lord. God’s 
remedy for sin becomes ours through faith, 
trust, confidence in and dependence upon 
the person and work, the merit and power 
of that dear Lord who once appeared to 
put away our sins, and who now appears 
in the presence of God for us. 


4. We must not overlook the change 
wrought in those “who sometimes were 
far off.” They were made nigh in body 
and in soul, without and within. A new life 
surged in the veins of the lepers; a new 
spirit is in the prodigal; a new peace —he 
is now justified —is in the publican; Bar- 
timzus is rejoicing in new eves and a new 
life, while Peter the putty-man becomes 
the petra-man. Old things have passed 
away. “The old Billy Bray don’t live ’ere 
no longer ; a new Billy Bray lives ’ere now.” 


5. We can hardly say of the women over 
against the cross (23:49), although the 
same word is used, that they were afar 
off in the same sense as were the others. 
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It may not be easy for us to analyze their 
feelings; but, that they loved and clung 
to their dear Lord, despite all that seemed 
to blast their hopes, there cannot be any 
doubt. 


6. There remains the one fatal case. In 
16:23 we read that the rich man in hell 
saw Abraham afar off and made his impos- 
sible requests. He is told that the far-off 
condition is permanent. A great gulf is 
fixed. Lifetime is the determining time. 
Men who die in their sins cannot shine as 
the sun in the Kingdom of the Father. 
There is such a thing as a too-late repent- 
ance. Probation ends with death. After 
that, what? Another chance?. No. After 
death, the judgment (Heb. 9:27). Burns, 
although “haunted by religion rather than 
moulded by it,’ was right: 

future life in worlds unknown 
Must take its hue from this alone; 


Whether as heavenly glory bright, 
Or dark as Misery’s woeful night. 


“There are no acts of pardon passed in 
the cold grave to which we haste ; but 
darkness, death, ‘and long despair, reign in 
eternal silence there.” 

And so, in the afar-offs of Lade we have 
illustrations of the Gospel message. Here 
it is set forth in “five points,” Ruin, Re- 
demption, Reception, Renewal, and Respon- 
sibility. An English evangelist called these 
“the divine order. Let us, by his grace, 
know no other gospel. 

“Should all the forms that men devise 

Assault my faith with treacherous art, 

I’d call them vanity and lies, 

And bind this Gospel to my heart.” 
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Are Fathers Responsible? 


In the Sunday school lesson for Novem- 
ber 3, regarding preachers’ boys going 
wrong, the reason given, or blame, is put 
on mothers, corrupt times, stress of busi- 
ness, etc., while the man, head of the family 
and preacher at that, goes free. What about 
Proverbs 22:6?—A Minnesota reader. 


Fathers have always been responsible for 
the moral and spiritual training of their 
children, and they are today. The Proverb 
noted by the reader is God’s own infallible 
Word: “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” The Sunday school les- 
son for November 3 was on “Judah Taken 
Captive’ (2 Kings 24:1 to 25:21; Jer. 
39: 1-18).. The Trmes lesson helps brought 
out plainly the terrible responsibility of 
king Zedekiah as a father, and his lament- 
able failure, climaxing in his being forced 
to watch his own sons put to death before 
his eyes were put out. Mr. Ridgway 
wrote: “His captors put out his eyes after 
he was permitted to see, as a final sight, 
the putting to death of his sons. Where 
there is no godliness a life is not considered 
of much value.” 

But another qucstion was discussed in 
that lesson, by the asking and answering 
of the following question: “How can we 
explain the fact that such a good king as 
Josiah had three wicked sons?” The an- 
swer was given as follows: 


The mothers may have had something 
to do with it. Again, these young men 
came to the throne in a time of great cor- 
ruption. A third reason may be that Josiah 
gave more attention to his work as king 
than to his responsibility as father. The 
fourth reason is that each individual is re- 
sponsible for himself, and a godly father 
is not necessarily responsible for the sins of 
his sons (Ezek. 18:19, 20). 


Again, Wade Smith told plainly of Zede- 
kiah’s sins, and the resulting horror of 
being compelled to witness the cruel death 
of his sons. “The Lord gave Zedekiah 
every opportunity to repent of his ways 
and return to the Lord, but he would not.” 

Is the Minnesota reader quite accurate 
in saying that the Trues lesson helps put 
the blame on everybody but the head of 
the family? 

we 


A Correction 





N the recent Missionary Number of THe 

Sunpay ScHoot Times (Dec. 28, 1935), 
there was an advertisement telling of the 
work of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance in foreign lands, with the state- 
ment that there were “over 800 baptisms 
last year.” This was incorrect, and -the 
statement should have read “over 8,000 
baptisms last year.” This..latter figure is 
much more encouraging, and the. Times 
is glad to call it to the attention of. its 
readers, 
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Can the Bible Be Taught in Our Public Schools? 


The story of the development of an elective course 
that attracted nearly 9,000 pupils last year 


By Ning Hictton | 














textbook, and for many years the 

only ‘textbook in the schools of the 
New England colonists. The New Eng- 
land Primer, which was used in all Amer- 
ican schools, was made-up almost entirely 
from Bible selections.” 

Many of ‘the states permit the reading 
of the Bible in the public schools. In 
several states, it'is placed in the curriculum 
of the high schools. Chattanooga, Tenn., 
has perhaps in a!larger way made use of 
this privilege than any other city in the 
United States. From the very beginning 
of the inclusion of ‘the Bible in the high 
school curriculum,.it‘has been a very popu- 
lar elective. “There was an enrollment of 
almost nine ‘thousand pupils during 1934- 
35, or an average of eighty-nine per cent 
of those eligible from ‘the fourth grade 
through the senior high school. 


“T HE Bible is the oldest American 


Tue OrIGIN OF THE PLAN 


During the spring of 1922 the Board 
of the Y. M. C..A.:in Chattanooga, through 
its religious work .committee, determined 
to put ‘the Bible into ‘the public school 
system if it was.possible to do so. It was 
decided to get ‘the co-operation of the 
Y. W. C. ‘A.. and ‘the ‘Pastors’ Association. 
After conference .with ‘the members of the 
Board of the “Y.'W. C. ‘A., it was found 
that a committee had. already been ap- 
pointed .by ‘that organization to consider 
the same thing. These two joined forces 
and formulated a definite plan to present 
to the Pastors’ Association, which plan re- 
ceived their unanimous endorsement. This 
plan, in brief, included. the following itéms: 
(1) a full-time high school teacher, with 
salary paid by the Bible committee; (2) 
instruction giveh in elementary and junior 
schools; (3) a definite Bible room with 
maps, in the high school, to be provided by 
the schcol commissioner ahd furnished by 
the Bible committee; (4) the Bible to be 
placed in the curriculum of the high schools 
and to count as a full credit toward gradu- 
ation; (5) -budget to be raised by Y. W. 
C. A., Y. M. C.A., parents, churches, and 
individual donations; (6) a Bible commit- 
tee to be composed of representatives from 
the Y. M. C. A., Y.:W. C. A., and Pastors’ 
Association. 

This plan was taken before the Board 
of Commissioners of the city. At that time, 
one Baptist, one Methodist, one Catholic, 
one member of the Christian Church, and 
one Jew were members of the Board. It 
is interesting to note that when the plan 
was presented the Catholic member moved 
that it be adopted, and that. the Commission 
of Education be authorized to carry it out 
in conjunction -with the Bible committee. 
The motion was seconded by ‘the Jew, and 
finally passed unanimously. At the advice 
of the Mayor the plan was formulated into 
a city ordinance, to avoid any controversy. 
The ordinance also provided for any re- 
ligious body ‘to teach the Bible in the public 


From all over the country letters have 
come to Chattanooga (Tenn.) school 
teachers, asking about the Bible study 
plan that has been in use there for 
some years. This shows that Christian 
parents are concerned about the right 
training for their children, and that 
they are keenly interested in this suc- 
cessful method used in the Southern 
city. Miss Hutton has taught the Bible 
in the Chattanooga Senior High School 
for ten years, and now in a brief series 
of articles, of which this is the first, she 
gives a detailed and complete explana- 
tion of the plan for Times readers. 








schools of Chattanooga, by forming their 
own committee and financing their own 
work, 

The original Bible committee was com- 
posed of one member appointed by the 
Y. M. C. A., one appointed by the Y. W. 
C. A., and two by the Pastors’ Association. 
These four selected a fifth member repre- 
senting the schools of the city. (A super- 
visor of English in the elementary schools 
was chosen.) Later, one member was ap- 
pointed by the Parent-Teachers Associa- 
tion. There is also a treasurer and assist- 
ant treasurer who have been selected by 
the original committee. Every year. the 
Pastors’ Association, now represented by 
three members, replaces one of the mem- 
bers representing their organization. 

“This committee is to have full power to 
raise and disburse funds, withdraw teachers, 
plan the nature of the Bible study, select 
textbooks, and otherwise be entirely re- 
sponsible for Bible study in the public 
schools, subject only to the bodies appoint- 
ing them. However, the teachers selected 
must be personally acceptable and respon- 
sible to the School Board in all matters 
of discipline and standards of scholarship 
in the courses taught.” 

The selection of teachers is a matter 
of great importance. Hence the effort has 
been made to secure those who have been 
trained themselves, those who have had 
experience in teaching, and who believe 
the Bible to be the Word of God. 


In THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 


The Bible is taught in 4b, 4a, 5b, 5a, 
6b, 6a grades in the elementary schools. 
There are in Chattanooga four Bible 
teachers who are assigned to the twenty- 
two elementary schools. This means about 
an average of sixteen hundred pupils and 
five or six schools for each teacher. Every 
class can only have the Bible teacher’s in- 
struction once a week. The periods are 
from twenty to thirty minutes. in length. 
In most cases, the regular teacher co- 
operates most helpfully. She continues the 
drill in memory work and assists in other 
ways during the remainder of the week. 
For her thelp Hurlbut’s “Story. of the 
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Bible” 1 has been provided for each teacher 
in the retexnemtary, schools, dnd she: isually 
reads a story from it each day.. The Bible 
teacher goes ‘from™rooth to room for her 
classes: She takes entire charge, although 
the regular teacher often remains, simply 
to enjoy the lesson. Any pupil whose par- 
ents desire that he be excused from. being 
a member of the class can. easily make 
that arrangement with the principal. Only 
a few ever do this, so almost a hundred 
per cent of these grades have Bible in- 
struction. 


1. The Program Followed and Methods 
Used.—The method of procedure is varied 
according to the individual judgment of 
the teacher. However, to give a glimpse 
of her plans, it may be something like 
the following description. First, she. re- 
views the story of the previous week. 
This is not done in a stereotyped fashion, 
but as a story. The teacher leads the 
general line of thought, the class filling in 
when ‘she pauses. The pupils give the 
names of people and places, and mention 
the striking incidents of the “last week’s 
story.” Often one child tells the entire 
incident alone. 


How eagerly the class enters into this 
review! Sometimes the teacher will draw 
the skeleton of a map, and as she traces 
in chalk the journey of the Bible charac- 
ter from place to place, she asks questions 
concerning his experiences. As the child 
tells these incidents and connects them with 
geographical locations, it all becomes very 
real to him. Usually, at the close of the 
review, is the time selected for prayer. 
Sentence prayers are offered by several 
children. Various plans to make the choice 
of those who take part are used, for in- 
stance, honor students or all the children in 
one row are chosen. No suggestion is 
given by the teacher; the petition is- the 
child’s own. 

Each pupil is encouraged to bring his 
own Bibie to school. Rivalry between 
groups, or commendation for the one who 
brings his Bible, proves quite effective. 

The recitation of memory work follows. 
Again, various methods are used to in- 
spire zeal. One teacher has the plan of 
permitting the pupils who can repeat the 
memory verses perfectly to come to the 
front of the room, and to lead in the much- 
loved Bible drill. The favorite drill seems 
to be the finding of selected verses. The 
leader calls the reference and the first 
one finding it in his Bible reads it. 

Occasionally, the children are permitted 
to act the part of Bible characters. For 
instance, a boy may be selected who stands 
before the class and says: “I am a boy 
who lived in Old Testament times. One 
day I killed a giant with my sling shot 

.” The other pupils are allowed to 





1 May be ordered from The Times Book Serv- 
ice, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, 
at $2.20 a copy, postpaid. 
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“guess who,” when he finishes his story. 
The first one who guesses correctly takes 
his place. This is effective in holding 
attention. 


The Bible hour closes with a new story 
told by the teacher. How keen is the in- 
terest, as each eager face reveals genuine 
delight! There are no stories so fascinat- 
ing as those in God’s Book! 


2. The Subject Matter Covered—The 
Old Testament is studied in the- first 
semester, under the following topics: 
Fourth grade, “From Creation through the 
Law and Tabernacle”; Fifth grade, “From 
Sinai through the Life of David’; Sixth 
grade, “From Solomon through the Return 
from Captivity.” 


The New Testament is studied in the 
second semester: Fourth grade, “Life of 
Jesus,” in all of the Gospels; Fifth grade, 
“Life of Jesus,” in Mark’s Gospel; Sixth 
grade, “Stories of the Early Church” (the 
Life of Paul). 


3. Memory Work, Notebooks, Grading 
System, 


Fourth grade: Memorize Psalms 1, 23, 
67, 100, 121. Ten Commandments, Books 
of the Bible, Beatitudes, Christmas story 
in Luke 2: 8-20. The memory work is re- 
cited individually by the child. The regu- 
lar teacher keeps his record. His grade 
is based on his memory work, on bringing 
his: Bible, and on keeping a _ notebook. 
Many of the children illustrate the stories 
in the notebook. 


Fifth grade: Memorize Psalms 15, 19, 
24 or 46, 90 or 103, Psalm 95: 1-7. Many 
selections from the Sermon on the Mount. 
One parable (usually the Good Samaritan). 
Easter story from Mark 16:1-8. About 
five simple questions are given at the close 
of each class which are answered in the 
notebooks. The children themselves keep 
a record of the grades. They average these 
grades at the close of the six weeks, 


Sixth grade: Memorize Proverbs 3: 1-6, 
and other Proverbs relating to conduct. 
Christmas story in Matthew 2, and other 
verses bearing on the story. 1 Corinthians 
13. The children of this grade are urged 
to do additional Bible reading. . They keep 
a record of this in their notebooks. ‘They 
are often asked to explain verses that 
are read in the recitation period. 


This grade is divided into two groups. 
The leader of each group keeps a record 
of the work done by the children on his 
side. The notebook and the report of the 
leader of the group make a basis on which 
a child is graded. At the close of the six 
weeks, a one-word test is given by the 
Bible teacher, to determine his complete 
grade. 


Another plan in grading is to give writ- 
ten tests of ten questions on the lesson 
about twice each month. ‘Teachers assist 
in grading, also. Sometimes all girls are 
asked to rise and recite the memory work; 
while the Bible teacher is hearing this, the 
regular teacher grades them. In like man- 
ner, the boys are graded. Still another 
way is to have the pupils recite the mem- 
ory work to each other and the pupils do 
the grading.. Parents are urged to co- 
operate, in hearing the children recite the 
memory work. A slip is signed by them, 
which is brought to the teacher. 
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In THE Junior HicH ScHOOLS 


A junior high school pupil is fully able 
to understand the Bible in its chronology, 
as well as in its geographical setting. 
Hence, emphasis is made along these lines. 
The pupil also begins a more independent 
study. The seven junior high schools in 
Chattanooga have Bible courses, in 7b, 7a, 
8b, 8a grades, taught by four Bible 
teachers. There are two classes a week 
in the eighth grade and one in the sev- 
enth, with forty minute periods for each 
class. In some schools the teacher is pro- 
vided with a regular room; in other cases 
she goes from room to room. Practically 
all pupils take Bible in these grades, al- 
though it is understood that it is an elec- 
tive course, and any pupil may be excused 
on the parents’ written request. In giving 
the reader a glimpse of the work in junior 
high, I shall not attempt to follow a day’s 
program, but rather give a general view 
showing various phases of the instruction. 


1. Assignment and Recitation—Most of 
the learning process for the boy and girl 
is right in the classroom during the Bible 
hour. Each student is required to keep 
a notebook. At every class period when 
the roll is being called the pupil is ex- 
pected to copy from the blackboard the 
assignment for his next lesson. The teacher 
checks on this immediately. This assign- 
ment includes three Bible passages for 
home reading. There is one word given 
by the teacher, which is the key to the 
story in the mind of the child. There is 
also one appropriate verse to be memorized. 
Here is one illustration: 


8a Lesson 22. Acts (Paul) 
Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 1: 12 
Home Reading: 
1. Last trip to Jerusalem ..Acts 21: 1-17 
2. Paul bound with chains ..Acts 21: 33-40 
3. Speaks from Temple steps. Acts 22: 1-24 


Key words: (a) Gifts (cf. 1); (b) Arrest 
(cf. 2); (c) Hebrew (cf. 3). 


The pupil does his reading and memory 
work at home, and at the next class ses- 
sion, he reports on his grade when the 
roll is called. “A” is given when the les- 
son is copied in his notebook, the Scrip- 
ture passage is read, and the verse mem- 
orized; “B” when assignment is copied, 
and either memory work or reading done; 
“C” when copying only is done; “D” failure 
to do any of these. 

Usually a prayer precedes the lesson. 
Either the teacher or two or three pupils 
lead. Great possibilities lie in using this 
means of spirituai blessing to these young 
people. 

During the class recitation, the story 
read at home is discussed. The pupils fre- 
quently are asked. questions to stimulate 
the interest. There is much of the detail 
which necessarily must be explained by the 
teacher. She uses this opportunity to con- 
nect Bible facts with the present-day ex- 
periences in the child’s life. Sometimes the 
teacher tells the story herself, as a special 
treat. Occasionally a pupil tells it. 

Constant review is also important. For 
the junior high school it is advisable to 
include all the previous study at each reci- 
tation period, thus giving a proper sequence 
of events. The use of cardboard posters 
has proved quite effective. One chart shows 
the Bible characters in chronological order, 
giving their names and outstanding work. 
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Another has the historical periods as they 
come, Outlines are-made of each book of 
the Bible on charts. The pupil is required 
to copy during the semester every poster 
which has been used in the class. This 
is one fine means of review. 

2. Grouping—As a rule, at the beginning 
of the semester the teacher divides every 
class into two sections, with a leader se- 
lected for each group. - The leader is re- 
sponsible for keeping records of his side, 
by means of a point system. The rivalry 
thus created is beneficial. These competi- 
tive groups function chiefly in the Bible 
drill which is conducted during each class 
period, 

3. Bible Drills—Nothing has proved so 
effective in familiarizing the pupil with the 
general Bible content as these drills. They 
make a great appeal to the boys and girls. 
I shall give a few suggestions to show 
how they may be used in junior high 
schools. 

Two students are selected and sent to 
the board. The teacher is timekeeper, and 
at a given signal they begin to race in 
order to determine who can write the Books 
of the Bible first. Several may participate 
instead of only two. 

Or the teacher may hold in her hand a 
rainbow bookmark, the colors of which 
the pupils have already learned to associate 
with the divisions of the Bible. For in- 
stance, if she holds up the first color, the 
pupils receive a point who can name the 
division it represents and give the Books. 
He soon learns to name any division and 
its Books, regardless of the proper order 
of the divisions. The colors are as fol- 
lows: red— Law; orange — History; yel- 
low — Poetry; green— Major Prophets; 
light blue — Minor Prophets ; white — biog- 
raphy; indigo— History; violet — Paul’s 
Epistles; royal purple — General Epistles ; 
gold — Prophecy. 

The so-called “Sword drill” is a favorite. 
Each member of the class rises; the teacher 
or some selected pupil acts as commander. 
The drill is conducted as follows: 

Teacher: “Christian Soldiers, attention.” 
(Each pupil holds Bible in position between 
palms of his hands.) 

Teacher: “Christian Soldiers, . salute.” 
(Pupil gives ordinary salute,) 

Teacher: “Christian Soldiers, draw 
swords, and find—.” (She then calls for 
a reference, such as Isaiah 40:8; the pupil 
finding it first, reads it.) Often the pupil 
can quote the verse. Occasionally instead 
of a reference, the teacher asks, “Where 
is the Christmas story found?” or, “Where 
are the Beatitudes?” There are ways to 
vary the drill. The student holds the Bible 
in an appropriate position when verses re- 
lating to the Bible are quoted by the 
leader, such as: Psalm 119: 18, Bible held 
on level with eye; Psalm 119: 11, Bible 
held over heart; and Psalm 119: 105, held 
toward right foot which is extended in 
front; Psalm 119: 89, Bible held high over 
head. Before the class is given this drill 
it is better to help the pupil to understand 
that the Bible is frequently mentioned as 
a spiritual weapon. The basis for this study 
is Ephesians 6: 11-17. 

(To be continued) 
ne 
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An address given by request before the Baptist Ministers’ 
Meeting, New York City, May 6, 1935 


Why Do We Need Bible Institutes ? 


By the late James M. Gray, D.D. 


(Reprinted from The Moody Bible Institute Monthly) 

















in reading my address instead of ex- 

temporizing it, for two reasons: First, 
it will make for brevity, and secondly, 
for caution. The necessity for the latter is 
felt because, as your guest, I would not 
offend the proprieties in defending an in- 
stitution which you may think inimical to 
your denominational interests. I am aware 
that at your approaching convention there 
is likely to. be a discussion of the question 
of Bible institutes, and hence that I am now 
accorded an exceptional courtesy by your 
invitation to express my mind. 


I 


The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago is, 
I believe, the oldest institution of its kind 
in the United States or anywhere else, for 
which reason, it is sometimes called the 
mother of Bible institutes. But I wish to 
say that its founder, D. L. Moody, never 
dreamed of it.as a protest against denom- 
inationalism, or as a rival or competitor of 
theological seminaries. I knew D. L. 
Moody well, and for the last seven years of 
his life I was more or less closely asso- 
ciated with him in his educational and evan- 
gelistic work at Northfield, Chicago, and 
elsewhere. He believed in the churches as 
such, and always worked with them. His 
membership in the Congregational Church 
was retained until his death, and he believed 
in its polity and sustained its activities. 

It is true that the Chicago Avenue 
Church, Chicago, which he founded, and 
which is now known as the Moody Mero- 
rial Church, was on independent lines. But 
it grew out of a mission Sunday school he 
had organized in his early days, and a 
quarter of a century before the Institute 
was conceived, Its history has justified it, 
it is believed, but it does not contradict 
Mr. Moody’s general policy. 

And that policy still holds. Our students 
are encouraged to maintain their loyalty 
to their churches wherever it is possible to 
do so consistent with loyalty to God’s truth. 
It gives us pleasure to learn that they go 
back to their churches with their loyalty 
unimpaired. 

Moreover, although he was uneducated 
in the schools, yet Mr. Moody firmly be- 
lieved in an educated ministry. The men 
he called around him at the inception of 
the Institute in Chicago is proof of it. Dr. 
R. A. Torrey, its first Superintendent, was 
a graduate of Yale University and its Di- 
vinity School, and had the additional ad- 
vantage, if you so regard it, of a year or 
more at Heidelberg in Germany. Also, the 
earliest lecturers at the Institute, for otHer 
than Dr, Torrey there were no stated teach- 
ers at the first, were all seminary men. 
They included President Moorehead, of 
Xenia; President Weidner, of the Chicago 
Lutheran Seminary; Professor Curtis, of 
the Chicago Congregational Seminary; 
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Professor Kerfoot, of Louisville Baptist 
Seminary; Professor Stifler, of Crozier; 
Professor Moore, of the Protestant-Epis- 
copal Seminary, Virginia; Professor Her- 
rick, of McCormick; President Blanchard, 
of Wheaton; and a number of others. Some 
of these men alternated a month at a time 
for the first two or three years, giving the 
students of their best, until later the work 
developed along more regular and pedagogic 
lines with a faculty of installed teachers. 

Furthermore, the purpose of Mr. Moody 
was not to establish a school for ministers 
or pastors. He thought only of lay work- 
ers. He had in mind men and women of 
more advanced years who had been denied 
scholastic opportunities in their youth, but 
who with a knowledge of the English Bible, 
Gospel music, and practical methods of 
Christian work, especially personal work 
for souls, might be equipped for better serv- 
ice in their churches, and in the slums and 
destitute places of our great cities. 

To use his own words: “One great pur- 
pose we have in view is to raise up men 
and women who will be willing to lay their 
lives alongside of the laboring class and 
the poor, and bring the Gospel to bear upon 
their lives.” 

In other words, the influx of pastors and 
ministerial aspirants that soon began to 
swell the student roll of the Institute and 
which has continued to do so, was a pro- 
found surprise to Mr. Moody and his col- 
laborators, ; 

II 

And this brings me to the point of say- 
ing that the theological seminaries them- 
selves are largely to be charged or credited, 
as you may choose to put it, with the in- 
crease of that class of students in the Moody 
Bible Institute in these latter years. The 
Institute has not changed its spirit, its at- 
mosphere, its methods, its doctrine, or its 
main objective, but it has been obliged to 
change its personnel, its curriculum, its 
administrative scheme, and to a certain ex- 
tent, its relations to the educational and 
ecclesiastical world. These changes have in 
a sense been imposed upon it from with- 
out, and have not arisen from any ambi- 
tion or purpose of its own. 

The minimum educational qualification 
for the admission of students to the Insti- 
tute remains where Mr. Moody placed it — 
a grammar school training or its equiva- 
lent. But circumstances are making this 
minimum qualification almost a dead letter, 
as our students are now coming to us from 
high schools and with a steadily increasing 
percentage of college, university, and semi- 
nary men and women. We teach Hebrew 
and Greek today, Christian philosophy and 
psychology, church history, systematic di- 
vinity, homiletics, and related subjects. 
And we have felt obliged to add these sub- 
jects to our curriculum because so many 
young men, instead of going to the semi- 


nary, are coming to us for their prepara- 
tion for the Christian ministry at home and 
on the foreign fields. 

Moreover, not a few churches in many 
denominations are looking to us from time 
to time to supply them with pastors, and 
the same is true of several foreign mission- 
ary societies that turn to us for candidates 
for their fields. Some of our graduates 
take a year or more of seminary instruction 
for the sake of their denominational stand- 
ing or to obtain a degree, for we decline to 
grant degrees though legally qualified to 
do so. Other students come to us after 
leaving the seminary to obtain what the 
seminary does not supply to them. 


III 


And what is it that the seminary does 
not supply? I can only judge by that which 
our students and others say. One thing it 
does not supply is a knowledge of the con- 
tent of the English Bible as a whole. In 
other words, it does not qualify its students 
to rightly divide the Word of Truth. To 
illustrate, the men and women who come 
to us believe the Bible to be God’s Word 
throughout, whose human writers were so 
inspired and controlled by him as to be 
kept from error in that which they recorded. 
And they do not wish their faith in the 
infallibility of the original Scriptures to 
be weakened but rather confirmed and 
strengthened, as they believe will be the 
case in the Moody Bible Institute, and of 
which they are not so confident in the case 
of the seminary. 

Also, concerning the person of Christ, 
our students come to us believing not only 
that he “was God manifest in the flesh,” 
but also that he was “conceived by the 
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary.” 
They draw back when they are taught that 
the latter is only a “theory” of the incarna- 
tion, and they insist upon retaining it as 
a historic fact. They feel sure that the 
Bible institute will not undermine their 
God-derived faith regarding it. 

Furthermore, they believe that Christ 
arose from the dead in the same body in 
which he suffered, and they regard as 
heresy the teaching which makes the resur- 
rection nothing but a survival of the soul 
after death. 

The miracles of Christ are to them not 
“mighty works” only, but miracles, not to 
be explained on any natural basis whatever, 
but to be regarded as supernatural through- 
out. 

But there are two other precious truths 
of Scripture whose teaching in the Bible 
institutes does more to attract truly saved 
young men and women than any others. 
The first is the premillennial coming of 
Christ, personally and visibly, for the trans- 
lation of the Church which is his body, 
to meet him in the air, and for the setting 
up of his Kingdomn on the earth. It is 
popularly supposed that our students first 
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learn of this truth after entering the Insti- 
tute, but the fact is that they come to us 
because they have received this truth coin- 
cident with their conversion. It receives 
no more emphasis in our classrooms than 
that which belongs to it in the proportion 
of faith, That which we try to do is to 
clarify it to the understanding, to straighten 
out any twisted ideas concerning it, and to 
restrain undue enthusiasm in promulgating 
it, But our students would be quite un- 
happy and conscience-smitten in a seminary 
where that blessed hope was not sympa- 
thetically held and taught. 

The second of these truths concerns the 
person and work of the Holy Spirit. All 
our students do not expect to be a Wesley, 
a Spurgeon, or a Moody, but they feel 
convinced that those men possessed a knowl- 
edge of and an experience in the Holy 
Spirit which gave them spiritual power, 
which made them soul winners, and which 
separated them from the aims and methods 
and spirit of the world. 

The young people who come to us know 
that the Institute stands for such a teaching 
and such a.life above everything else. They 
know also that that teaching and life ex- 
presses itself not only in our classrooms, 
but in the social and dormitory life of our 
student body. They know they will meet 
and be welcomed by other young men and 
women who have the same spiritual view 
and the same spiritual ambition as them- 
- selves, They know that they will live and 
move in an atmosphere of prayer and praise. 
An inquiry some time since revealed an 
average of 1,300 stated monthly prayer 
meetings in the Moody Bible Institute. As 
an English visitor once expressed it, “As 
the waters in Ezekiel’s vision flowed out, so 
in the Moody Bible Institute, truth, zeal, 
and energy for God and man pour forth 
from nearly two thousand living springs.” 


IV 


In closing let me say that it would give 
us unfeigned satisfaction if the denomina- 
tional seminaries should win our students 
from us by the same attractions which have 
held them to us all these years. Our loss 
would in the end be our gain, for it would 
be an answer to the prayer of Elijah on 
Mount Carmel, which has been echoed by 
many an earnest soul since D. L. Moody 
departed from us: “Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me, that this people may know that 
thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast 
turned their heart back again.” 


ye 
The Latest from Arousiag 


HOSE who have been interested in the 

story of young Arousiag Stepanian, 
whose educational support during her 
American experience has been cared for 
by readers of THE SuNpAy ScHoo. TIMEs, 
will be glad to know that she is now on 
the staff of the Bible Lands Gospel Mis- 
sion in Beirut, Syria. 

Arousiag, it will be remembered, was 
rescued as a little girl from the Armenian 
massacres and was educated in the Amer- 
ican Girls’ School at Scutari near Istanbul 
(then called Constantinople). She was 
brought to America-to complete her school- 
ing, which was accomplished in the Friends 
Select; School in Philadelphia, then in 
Wheaton College, Ill; ‘and ther. im:; the 
Graduate School of the University of Penn- 
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sylvania, where she received the degree of 
Master of Science in Education. 

Because Arousiag came not as an immi- 
grant but as a student, under the regu- 
lations applying to students, and forfeiting 
her Turkish citizenship, she was unable 
under our laws to go to Syria, ‘where she 
hoped to teach, until a new law was passed 
making entirely different conditions under 
which she could apply for citizenship papers, 
and also secure the necessary papers to 
enable her to travel to Syria and return. 

It was a tedious and prolonged process 
after the new law was signed by the Presi- 
dent about a year and a half ago, and it 
was not until the autumn of 1935 that the 
way became clear for her to go, according 


to a long cherished plan, to be used in the 


Lord’s work among her own people, of 
whom there are large numbers in Beirut. 

She was accepted by Mr. and Mrs. Atch- 
inak of the Bible Lands Gospel Mission 
and by the Philadelphia Committee on the 
work of that Mission, and a recent letter 
from her gives an interesting account of 
her activities. She writes: 
faces the beautiful Lebanon Mountains, the 
beauty of which thrills me so. I am teach- 
ing six and seven classes every day. I 
seem to be busy from morning till night. 
But I love it. I am teaching the Kinder- 
garten children two classes a day, and I 
have two classes of Mathematics and Bible, 
Armenian, and music. They keep on add- 
ing every day. I am teaching all the sub- 
jects every day, except the music three 


“My room’ 
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times. a. week. They are thinking of send- 
ing me to Shweifat school once a week to 
teach there, for the whole day, music and 
teachers’ training courses for the older 
students. I think I would love that. The 
children in my Bible class are from all 
grades, —from second to seventh class — 
some of them don’t seem to know much 
about the Bible. This is a wonderful chal- 
lenge for me. I am glad I am teaching 
it every day. If I had only known, I would 
have brought some handwork; there isn’t 
any material here, whatsoever! If you 
have any suggestions I wish you would let 
me know.” 

Arousiag will be obliged to return to 
America next August in order to fulfill 
the legal requirements for completing her 
citizenship papers. She will need then to 
be in America for some months and will 
count it a privilege to tell of the needs, and 
of her experiences in these changeful days 
in the Holy Land, with the expectation of 
returning to Syria when her citizenship 
papers have been completed. 

Those who have been so kindly contribut- 
ing to Arousiag’s support, will. be glad to 
know these latest facts in her experience. 
Contributions to her work should be sent 
to Philip E. Howard, Trustee, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, and - they 
will be forwarded to her in the Mission, 
where they will do their part toward carry- 
ing forward the work of a greatly needed 
Christian testimony represented by the Bible 
Lands Gospel Mission. 














Sunday Night Bible Study in Dallas Churches 


A plan for instructing church members in the Fundamentals which has increased 
attendance and aroused new interest in several churches in one Texas city 














HE Southern Presbyterian Churches 

of Dallas, Tex., have begun a con- 

current program of Sunday night 

teaching, which has met with most unusual 

response, according to the reports from 
the pastors of these churches. 

These churches began recently a course 
in Christian Doctrine prepared and offered 
by the late Dr. William M. Anderson, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
and will continue for thirty-five consecutive 
weeks, running through the last of May. 
This course is intended, according to the 
statement of the pastors, to present a brief 
but satisfactorily comprehensive view of 
some of the principal items in the content 
of Christian faith. It is called a “Simple 
Course in Christian Doctrine,” and includes 
such subjects as: What the Bible teaches 
concerning Christ and his work; the Ioly 
Spirit; Sin; Redemption; Prayer; Chris- 
ian Living; Heaven; Hell; Satan; the 
future life, and prophetic themes. 

Each of the lessons is in the form of 
a Bible study, and a mimeographed out- 
line is furnished week by week to the mem- 
bership of the church, who enroll at a 
nominal fee to take the course. The presen- 
tation of the lesson at the Sunday night 
services in these churches makes it possible 
for any attendants, enrolled or not, to sit 
through the doctrinal course. 

The lessons were prepared by Dr. Ander- 
son, assisted by Paul F. Bobb of the 


Westminster Presbyterian Church, Fort 
Worth, with the idea that they would use 
it in their respective congregations, and 
with no thought of its being extended to 
other groups. Many of the pastors, how- 
ever, who learned something of it approved 
it so heartily that it has been offered to 
any pastor who wishes to use’ it. As a 
result more than 125 churches all over the 
South and Southwest are using the course. 
“We are very much surprised and 
pleased,” said Dr. Anderson, “at the evi- 
dent approval of the idea. It is an indica- 
tion that many pastors are thinking of 
the importance of doctrinal teaching and 
that our people want it. Reports we have 
had indicate that even on the first night 
of these lessons Sunday night, attendance 
increased in the churches using it from 
twenty-five to fifty per cent, and enthusiasm 
on the part of the people was considerable. 
We would be glad to have any churches 
use it, in whole or in part, or take the 
idea and plan their own course. We are 
interested in the teaching of doctrine, not 
in the success of our course.” 
he churches in Dallas that are using 
thé course are. the Oak Cliff Presbyterian, 
the Westminster Presbyterian, the East 
Dallas Presbyterian, Colonial Presbyterian, 
Exposition Park Presbyterian, and - the 


‘Presbyterian Mexican Mission,. using the 


lessons in Spanish. A ‘Spanish class is 
also using the series in Cleburne, Tex. 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 9. JESUS INSISTS ON RIGHTEOUSNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 6; printed text, Luke 6: 39-49 
Golden Text.—Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which | say ?—Luke 6: 46 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 6 : 39-49 


Kinc James VERSION 

Luke 6:39 And he spake a parable unto them; Can the blind 
lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch? 

40 The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is 
perfect shall. be as his master. ‘eS 

41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, 
but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

42 Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me 
pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest 
not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out 
first the beam out-of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly 
to pull out the mote’ that is in thy. brother's eye. : 

43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

44 For. every: tree is known by: his own fruit. For of thorns men 
do not gather figs, nor of a. bramble bush gather they grapes. 

4s A good man. out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth 
that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his 
heart bringeth ‘forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaketh. . 

46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say? x 

47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth 
them, I- will shew you to whom he is. like: 

48 He is:tike.a man which built a house, and digged deep, and 
laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream 
beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it; for it 
was founded upon a rock. 

49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without 
a foundation built a house upon the earth; against which the stream 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 6: 39 And he spake also a parable unto them, Can the blind 
guide the blind? shall they not both fall into a pit? 40 The dis- 
ciple is not above his teacher: but every one when he is perfected 
shall be as his teacher. 41 And why beholdest thou the mote that 
is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye? 42 Or how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let 
me cast out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest 
not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out 
first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly 
to cast out the mote that is in thy brother’s eye. 43 For there is 
no good tree that bringeth forth corrupt fruit; nor again a corrupt 
tree that bringeth forth good fruit. 44 For each tree is known by 
its own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a 
bramble bush gather they grapes. 45 The good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and 
the evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth that which is 
evil: for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. 

46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say? 47 Every one that cometh unto me, and heareth my words, 
and doeth them, I will show you to whom he is like: 48 he is like 
a man building a house, who digged and went deep, and laid a 
foundation upon the rock: and when a flood arose, the stream brake 
against that house, and could not shake it: + because it had been 
well builded. 49 But he that *heareth, and *doeth not, is like a 
man that built a house upon the earth without a foundation; against 
which the stream brake, and straightway it fell in; and the ruin 
of that house was great. 


Many ancient authorities read, for it had been ‘ppaee upon 
the rock: as in Matt. 7: 25. *Gr., heard. *Gr., did not. 











did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that 


house was great. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. MeQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HEN Christ came to earth to 
W orcciain the ‘Kingdom of God, the 

world, ruled by ‘the kingdom of 
Rome, was rapidly approaching its lowest 
state of moral corruption. The fruit“of the 
pagan philosophies of Greece and Rome 
was becoming manifest. But a worse trag- 
edy than this was that those who sat in 
Moses’ seat, ‘the religious leaders, had 
reached the limit of hypocrisy and unright- 
eousness. Christ’s words, sharper than a 
two-edged sword, cut into :the corruption 
and also brought health and healing. The 
appointment of the twelve humble disciples 
as apostles sounded the death: knell of the 
old leadership. The eternal righteousness 
of God, set forth in the sermon to the 
disciples, sounded the death knell of that 
Pharisaic religion without righteousness, 
greatest of all abominations to God. 


The Historical Setting 

Luke gives 30 verses of “the Sermon on 
the Mount,” while Matthew gives 1009. 
Luke locates it on “a level place,” which 
was in the mountain. The sermon may 
be dated in the late spring of A. ‘D. 28, 
about six months after the beginning of 
the Galilean. ministry, and immediately after 
the choosing of ‘the ‘twelve apostles. (See 
Lesson Questions. ) 


Verse by Verse 
Luke 6:39—He spake.a parable. To 


illustrate what he:had .just.said about judg- 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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ing and condemning, about forgiving and 
blessing others (vs. 37, 38). Can the blind 
lead the blind? The Pharisees, condemned 
throughout the sermon, are “the blind” (cf. 
Matt. 15: 14). 


Verse 40.—The disciple is not above his 
master, That is, those who follow blind 
leaders will be like them, and will meet 
the same fate. Our Lord uses this saying 
also to teach other truths (Matt. 10: 24, 25; 
John 15:20; 13:13-17). Every one that 
is perfect shall be as his master. Every 
one, “when he is perfected.” The disciples 
of the Pharisees, when they learn all their 
masters teach them, will be like them. The 
same truth applies in a glorious way to 
the Lord and his followers. 

Verse 41.—Why beholdest thou the mote? 
That is what the Pharisees did. Yet this 
sort of keen sight belongs to all of us 
naturally,— the ability to discover the slight- 
est fault in another. 


Verse 42.—Thou hypocrite. The Phari- 
sees were the full flower of a hypocrisy 
that had been growing for centuries (cf. 
Matt. 23). Cast out first the beam out of 
thine own eye. When the Holy Spirit 
convicts, our sin does indeed appear like 
a great beam. See clearly to pull out the 
mote... in thy brother’s eye. The cor- 
recting of the faults of others is a right 
thing when done in love, by the Holy 
Spirit,.and in view of our own weaknesses 


(Gal. 6:1). 

- Verse 43.—A good tree bringeth not forth 
corrupt fruit. The heart must be made 
good to produce a good life. This fruit 
may represent the conduct of a man, or his 
teaching and his words, or the results of 


his teaching in the lives of others, as it 
does here (vs. 39, 40; cf. Matt. 7: 15-20; 
12: 33-37). 

Verse 45.—The good treasure of his 
heart. The love of God, shed abroad in 
the regenerated heart through the Holy 
Spirit, produces fruit the opposite of that 
of the Pharisees (cf. vs. 27-38). The evil 
treasure of his heart. This parable-simile 
does not teach that the Christian is sin- 
less, nor that the unsaved man has no good 
in a moral sense. It is the general truth. 
The Christian is prevailingly righteous, in 
contrast with the unsaved. The true fruit 
of his life is good, for it is produced by 
the Holy Spirit. : 

Verse 46.—Why call ye me, Lord, Lord 

? Christ here claims deity. The 
Pharisees had religion without righteous- 
ness; our Lord warns his followers against 
such hypocrisy. 

Verse 47.—Whosoever cometh to me. 
This means personal acceptance of Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. Heareth my sayings. 
He makes his sayings the supreme law for 
man, And doeth them. If we hear with- 
out doing, it is vain. This is the truth 
under grace, not only under law (Jas. 1: 
22; Luke 11: 28; Rom. 2:13; 1 John 3:7). 

Verse 48.—Like a man which built an 
house ... ona rock, This parable forms 
a tremendous and solemn climax to the 
sermon, pointing out the uncompromising 
choice that must be made for or against 
Christ. When the flood arose. Terrific 
tests are sure to come,—problems, sor- 
rows, persecutions, — which will show what 
a man’s foundation is. The flood. applies 
particularly to the final judgment, 
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Verse 40.—The ruin of that house was 
great. Pointing to the tragic ruin of every 
one who is not rooted in Christ and in 
his word of righteousness. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Righteousness and justice are the foun- 
dation of God’s throne, and of Christ’s 
Kingdom (Psa. 89:14; 97:2). There 
must be nothing of the righteousness of 
the scribes and the Pharisees in this new 
order of the Spirit that our Lord is estab- 
lishing. Theirs was religion without. right- 
eousness, a lip service. But “he that doeth 
righteousness is righteous” (1 John 3:7). 
What is the heart of this righteousness? 
Love. Luke’s report of the Sermon on 
the Mount above all things emphasizes 
love. Read Luke 6: 27-38. It tells how 
love behaves. Love is the fulfilling of the 
law. Anything contrary to love is unright- 
eousness. But our Lord is not preaching 
law. The Gospel does not lower standards 
of righteousness; it raises them. For Christ 
himself is the Standard. But the Gospel 
proclaims the good news that this love of 
God is to be shed abroad in our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5; 8: 
4). The foundation of God’s throne is 
also the foundation of our lives. Our part 
is to choose to build on the rock, by choos- 
ing Christ for righteousness (Rom. 10: 4), 
and then living out his standards of right- 
eousness in daily conduct, in word and 
thought and deed. 

Lesson Outlines 

THE SERMON AND Its SETTING 

1. The False Shepherds: Pharisees 
protest Christ’s use of Sabbath, then plot 
his death (Luke 6: 1-11). 

2. The New Shepherds: After a whole 
night of prayer, Christ appoints his twelve 
apostles (vs. 12-19). 

3. The Charge to His New Ministers, 
setting forth the righteousness of the 
Kingdom, foundation for their lives and 
ministry: (1) His blessed and perse- 
cuted followers (vs. 20-26). (2) Law of 
love toward enemies and persecutors (vs. 
27-37). (3) Law of love in judging self 
and others (vs. 37-42). (4) The good 
tree, the good treasure, the good founda- 
tion (vs. 43-49). 

RIGHTEOUSNESS WorKING IN LIFE 

1. True and false teachings, leading to 
true and false attitude toward faults of 
self and others (vs. 39-42). 

2. True and false life, bringing forth 
good fruit or corrupt fruit (vs. 43-46). 

3. True and false foundations, deter- 
mined by attitude toward Christ’s say- 
ings (vs. 47-49). 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Progress of Christ’s Ministry. Note the 
increasing opposition and enmity of the 
Pharisees and rulers, as the Lord’s words 
and works make clear his purposes. Along 
with this development, there is the train- 
ing of the disciples who are to displace the 
false leaders of Israel. 

Misunderstanding and Enmity. When 
the multitudes crowded upon the Lord for 
healing, he withdrew and prayed, burdened 
because they did not understand (Luke 
5: 14-16; cf. John 6:15, 26). When the 
scribes and Pharisees plotted against him, 
he spent all night in prayer, then chose 
the Twelve (Luke 6: 11-13). 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
se for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
6. February 9.—Jesus Insists on Right- 
QOOTINOG, coc icnnsecerccvasvesvetusiceds 
gy. February 16.—Jesus Helps a Doubter. 
. Luke 7 
8 February 23.--People Before Property. 
(May be used with temperance 


GPPTORUON) o oic ik ckc 6esy civeccsvcaiccs Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Vision and Service voeuaenme Luke 9 
io. March 8.—Jesus Teaches Neighborliness. 
Luke 10 
11. March 15.—Jesus Teaches His Disciples 
0 PERS oc icccccccscvveacecmusdeiuetes Luke 11 
12. March 22.—Jess Teaches True Values. 
Luke 12 


13. March 79.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 


Luke 13 
Second Quarter 
1. (14) April 5.—Jesus Invites All People. 
Luke 14 








Righteousness and the Gospel. The right- 
eousness set forth in the Sermon on the 
Mount is expounded clearly in all the New 
Testament Epistles; it belongs to the new 
dispensation of the Spirit as well as to the 
old dispensation of the law. Under the 
Gospel, there is an apprehension of the 
inner meaning of God’s righteous require- 
ments, as well as added revelations of 
righteousness. Then there is God’s pro- 
vision, in Christ, of righteousness for the 
unrighteous: through Christ’s righteous- 
ness, through his death, through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Other Special Topics. The Twelve Apos- 
tles. Our Lord’s Figurative Language. 
Conflict over the Sabbath. Parallel Pas- 
sages. Characteristics of Luke. False 
Teaching and False Living Today. The 
Sermon in Matthew and in Luke as Les- 
son Questions). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we in the Kingdom? To get into 
the Kingdom, we must, as poor in spirit, 
come to Jesus as our personal Saviour, 
and be born of the Spirit (Luke 6:47; 
John 3:5). 

Are we putting first Christ’s Kingdom 
and his righteousness? 'To seek his right- 
eousness, we must study his standards in 
the Gospels and in the Epistles, and by his 
grace live them (Matt. 6: 33; Luke 12: 31). 

Are we teaching our young people 
Christ’s standards of righteousness? There 
is danger of supposing that the keeping of 
the law helps toward salvation; this would 
mean salvation by works. On the other 
side, there is dang: of supposing that those 
born of the Spirit do not need the instruc- 
tion in Christ’s law of righteousness. 

Are we in the fight? When we seek 
God’s Kingdom, we come into conflict with 
Satan’s kingdom, the kingdom of this world 
(Luke 6: 22-29). 

Are we living the life of love? See 
Heart of the Lesson. 

Have we learned the lesson of the mote 
and the beam? The more highly we es- 
teem ourselves, the more likely we are to 
see the mote in others. In the mirror of 
Christ’s righteousness, we see ourselves; 
and, with broken and contrite hearts, are 
in the place to help others lovingly. 


Beware of false leaders. Those who 
reject Christ and his atonement are blind. 
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Beware of false living. True orthodoxy 
goes with right living. Yet there may be 
an outward correct statement of belief 
without the inward life. Moreover, there 
may be an apparent fruit of outward mor- 
ality on the part of those whose false 
teachings are removing the very founda- 
tions of morality. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

If our Lord had not insisted on righteous- 
ness, the multitudes would not have turned 
from him. 


If Christ’s Church today should insist 
on righteousness, there would be a blessed 
exodus on the part of many professing 
Christians. 

The Pharisees were enraged at the Lord 
for healing a man on the Sabbath, but on 
that same Sabbath they plotted to put him 
to death (Luke 6:11; Mark 3:6). 


Men may call Christ, “Lord, Lord,” with 
their lips; but no man can truly say Jesus 
is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
12: 3). 


Every one accepts the truth that in nature 
a seed of a thistle cannot bring forth a 
rose; yet, as to character, men are con- 
stantly expecting that very thing. 

In Russia and in Germany, the blind are 
leading the blind into the ditch; let us be- 
ware lest America follow blindly in the 
same path. 


In making the heart good, we have not 
a choice of several ways; Christ alone can 
do that. 


Cotumsra, S. C, 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and coteeag saeete. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School iimes staff, — Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT main topics are included by Mat- 
thew in the Sermon on the Mount, but 
omitted in Luke? How would you ex- 


‘plain these differences ? 


2. What is there about this sermon that 
proves that Jesus is more than a human 
teacher, and that he is God? 

3. What three remarkable things, recorded 
in the sixth chapter of Luke, took place be- 
fore Christ delivered his sermon? How were 
they related to the sermon? 

4. What does “perfect” mean in verse 40, 
in the light of the parallel passage in the 
Matthew record of the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matt. 5:48) and also Ephesians 4:12, 13? 

5. Where do we find the clearest state- 
ment of the vital connection between the root 
and the fruit in a Christian’s life? 

6. Just what is meant by “fruit” in Luke 
6: 43-45? 

7. Is it right to judge whether Christian 
teachers are true to the Lord, and to condemn 
false teachers, when Christ says, “Judge not” ? 

8. What passage makes clear the destiny 
of the one who calls Christ “Lord,” but does 
not the will of God? 

9. Was the righteousness of the Kingdom 
recorded in the Sermon on the Mount in- 
tended directly for us, or was it for the dis- 
ciples under the Jewish dispensation ? 

10. What two things does the Lord say 
Christians should do with regard to persecu- 
tion, which are the opposite of the way men 
naturally act? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page so of this issue. 
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Lesson for February 9 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Give Away.—Why beholdest thou 
the mote that is in thy brother's eye? 
(Luke 6:41.) There are other things be- 
sides charity that should begin at home. 
“Lord, send a revival, and let it begin with 
me,” are words on a card handed me. 

“Righteousness,” upon which Jesus in- 
sists, can also begin at home. Indeed, it 
must begin there or it will never amount 
to anything. Note how well Jesus knew 
man and what is in him (John 2:24, 25). 

We all know the genus “Mote-Beholder.” 
We call them faultfinders, weakness-pickers, 
motive-questioners, and some harder names. 
In almost every case the meanly suspicious 
man or woman turns out to have a beamy 
eye and to be one whose doorstep needs 
sweeping and whose skirts need cleaning 
—or any other of the popular phrases for 
the condition you care to employ. 

Have you not found early in life that the 
clean and honest man (or woman) is the 
easiest imposed upon because his own right- 
eousness leads him to think other folks 
are the same, and so he trusts them, often 
to his misfortune and undoing. 

Here is an example just as I write. I 
have a cousin who is a widow, as sweet 
and as lovely as a woman can be. I said 
to another cousin, “How is Cousin Helen 
getting on these days?” 

“Sorry enough,” was the reply. “Sick 
or something?” “No, lost all her money 
and living with relatives who do not want 
her now.” “Her husband left her com- 
fortable. What has happened?” 

“She thought other folks were as clean 
and honest as herself. So she foolishly 
gave her bonds to a very ‘able financier 
to change them into something better. The 
‘better securities’ are worthless or nearly 
so.” 

What I am trying to impress is that 
when you become a “mote-beholder” you 
are simply “giving yourself away” as the 
expression is. I just teach it by rewerse 
action. “Unto the pure all things are pure,” 
but unto the beamy-eyed, good eyes are 
motey! (Titus 1:15.) 
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was printing reflections on George Wash- 
ington’s. character, President Coolidge 
pointed out the White House window to 
the beautiful white shaft on the Mall and 
said, “I see his monument is still there.” 
So it was that when this silent man did 
speak, all the world gave ear. He passed 
from his high office beloved by a great 
nation regardless of party or section. He 
is the only high official who ever called me, 
“Bill Ridgway” ! 

The important thing that Jesus would 
teach us is always to keep our hearts full 
of the right kind of stuff. “Good treas- 
ure,” he calls it. 

Charles Adams of Germantown used to 
teach the Primary Class in his church. To 
illustrate something along this line, he had 
a tinsmith make him two big hearts in 
the shape of a container. He filled one 
with those things the little folks look upon 
as “good”: candies, toys, and so on. In 
the other the things kids looked upon as 
“bad”: spinach, carrots, castor oil, and so 
on. Now you can go on and draw the 
moral as you can fancy Teacher Adams 
would do. 


Out at the Fair.—He that heareth, and 
doeth not, ts like a man that... built an 
house upon the earth (v. 49). At the 
“Century of Progress” Fair in 1933 only 
a few of the remarkable buildings had 
foundations under them. They were among . 
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the most earthy of things and were built 
upon the earth. Because they were not ex- 
pected to last longer than the Fair. 


Right outside the place where the Fair 
grounds were, are two noble buildings, the 
Field Museum and the Shedd Aquarium. 
(If you go to Chicago do not fail to 
visit them.) For these the builders went 
down to hard pan for foundations and then 
put in great cement platforms for bases. 
Why? Because these splendid and costly 
creations being monuments to millionaires 
are expected to last as long as Chicago, 
the great city, shall endure. The Fields 
and the Shedds were not only public-spir- 
ited citizens, but were fine Christian men, 
who did a world of good with their wealth, 
made in honest storekeeping. 


The text is telling us that the man who 
fails to build his life upon the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus has a life that is only 
temporary in its up-standing. Anything 
can happen to such a life. 

Indeed there was no telling what might 
have happened to those glaring and flimsy 
Fair buildings rigged out in their many 
colors like Joseph’s coat. One of those 
terrific lake storms could have brought 
them disaster. Fire could have consumed 
them. Earthquake could have shaken them 
to pieces. But none of the element can 
make any impression to speak of on the 
magnificent Museum and Aquarium, which 
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The Source of Right For. of CG ||| - Sli 
the abundance of the heart his mouth speak- a aan a B- “NN NJ : a= 
eth (v. 45). “As he thinketh in his heart, P| “4 ay li ‘iia } 
so is he,’ says Proverbs 23:7. Yes, and eo ' ae 

as he thinketh, so speaks he. But our verse 
so nicely puts it, “A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart bringeth forth 
that which is good” —and then comes our 
familiar text. 

In a company of talking men and women 
you have only to listen carefully to be able 
to estimate with fair accuracy the length 
and breadth and depth of each talker. Per- 
sonally, I am not of much value at a dinner 
or a talk fest party because I can never 
think of anything to say after we get done 
with the weather. But oh, how I love 
to listen! 

The ones present who will pass without 
an estimate are those like myself, rated 
the “dumb-bell.” Or some are after the 
Calvin Coolidge model. I always remem- 
ber his famous saying and remain content 
to take my food in a smiling silence. “You 
are never sorry for the things you don’t 
say.” 

When one of the muck-raking writers 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-stides, There are 20 

series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected’ ser- 

mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored,’ or 

75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty of more pictures, may be had at $2 

aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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are rooted and built like our Pennsylvania 
hills. 

Here in Coatesville, and in Squedunk, 
where you live, the enduring men and 
women, the enduring families, have .been 
those that “heareth.” The “dead game 
sports,” the players of the races and stock 
market, the card sharps, the cocktail 
shakers, ‘have ‘had their little day and are 
gone. 

What business or organization is so 
foolish as to put a fading flower in its 
buttonhole, «or ‘make any investment in a 
structure built.on mud? (1 Cor. 3: 9-15.) 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited ‘to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents.in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might. otherwise be available. 


Illustrations «must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full.months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be en to illustrations on 
that of the as text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Lightning Bugs and the Sun.—Can the 
blind lead ithe -blind? (Luke 6:39.) I 
would rather ‘trust.a bunch of blind men to 
take a few old:lanterns and a string of light- 
ning bugs some day at high noon and go 
out to examine the noonday sun and analyze 
it by the power of the lanterns and the 
lightning .bugs, than to trust Modernism 
advocates to take their own light and ex- 
amine and analyze the Sun of Righteous- 
ness and the Word that reveals him.—A 
newspaper editor—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Hornell, N. Y. 


Better Stay Home.—Can the blind lead 
the blind? (v. 39.) -A recent visitor to 
China reports ‘that the intelligent Chinese 
declare: “No, you missionaries did not 
shoot our people in Shanghai and other 
places, but you come here to tell us that 
ours are false religions: yet you bring your 
sacred book which you yourselves tell is 
a false book.” Again, an Oriental is quoted 
as declaring: “You ask me to give up 
what I.do believe and accept what you do 
not believe.” “The missionary with ques- 
tion marks in his mind would do well to 
stay at home —/'rom The King’s Business. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Heathen Are Not the Only Ones!— 
And why beholdest thou the mote that ¢s 
in thy brother’s eye ... in thine own eye? 
(vw. 41.) Here is an interesting contrast 
between heathenism and Christianity. A 
wise heathen said: “Every man carries 
two wallets with him, hanging the one 
before and the other behind him. Into that 
before; ‘he ,puts the faults of others, into 
that behind, the puts his own. By this 
means ‘he: never sees -+his ‘own failings, while 
he has .those cf others always before him.” 
—From The Biblical INustrator. Sent ‘by 
Gurn -Manickam, W oriur, Trichinopoly, S. 
India. 
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Why He Visited His Branches.—Cast 
out first the beam out of thine own eye, and 
then shalt thou see clearly to pull. out the 
mote that is in thy brother’s eye (v. 42). 
It is easier to look for mistakes in the 
work of others than in our own work. It 
may be more important to find our own 
mistakes. Arthui Brisbane, brilliant and 
discerning newspaper editor and writer, 
called attention recently to a statement made 
by a prominent business man, General R. E. 
Wood, a West Point graduate who was for 
several years in charge of government work 
on the Panama Canal and now is President 
of Sears, Roebuck. He had been visiting 
his distributing departments and retail 
stores throughout the West, and he was 
asked the question: “Are you studying 
and correcting mistaken methods in your 
branch offices?” . General Wood's reply, 


says Mr. Brisbane, should interest business’ 


men. “No,” said he, “I am not looking for 
weakness in our branches. I am finding 
out by visiting these branches what is the 
matter with us at headquarters. If any 
part of a man’s body doesn’t work well, you 
know something is wrong in his head. If 
branches in a big organization don’t work 
well, that shows something wrong, not with 
the branches, but with headquarters. By 
visiting our branches I find what is the 
matter with my own methods, and with 
headquarters generally.” That is high 
ground for any man to take. We should 
all be better off if we all took it in our 
own place and work, even in lowlier posi- 
tions than the presidency of a great cor- 
poration. The Lord Jesus Christ was ex- 
pressing the same truth when he said, “‘Cast 
out first the beam out of thine own eye, 
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of thy brother’s eye.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Joseph- 
ine A. Kinsly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


A Right Thing in the Wrong Place.— 
A man that without a foundation built an 
house upon the earth (v. 49). The diffi- 
culty with the sinner is that he puts his 
works at the wrong place. He gets the 
cart before the horse. We are not finding 
fault with good works, no, not that, but 
only with the place the unsaved man insists 
on putting them. A foolish man once went 
to a place where there was a house being 
built, and seeing the chimney pots stand- 
ing there, he took them, and laid them in 
the trench to make the foundation. “What 
are you doing?” said one of the workmen. 
“Why, laying the foundation.” “What, with 
the chimney pots?” “I did not know that 
it was wrong,” said he. “Well, take them 
away; they won’t do for a foundation.” 
“Oh,” said the other, “you are finding fault 
with them.” “No, I am not finding fault 
with them, but with the place where you 
put them. They are good enough on the 
top, but they will not do at the bottom for 
a foundation.” Good works will serve as 
the structure, but they make a miserable 
foundation, “for other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
—From C. F. Reitzel, in Sword and Shield. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Voltaire’s Discovery.—The stream did 


beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; 


and the ruin of that house was great (v. 
49). The Christian physician who attended 
the French infidel, Voltaire, during his last 
illness, has-left a testimony concerning the 
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departure of this poor soul. He wrote to 
a friend as follows: “When I compare 
the death of a righteous man, which is 
like the close of a beautiful day, with that 
of Voltaire, I see the difference between 
bright, serene weather and a black thunder- 
storm. It was my lot that this man should 
die under my hands. Often did I tell him 
the truth. ‘Yes, my friend,’ he would often 
say to me, ‘you are the only one who has 
given me good advice. Had I but followed 
it, I should not be in the horrible condition 
in which I now am. I have swallowed 
nothing but smoke. I have intoxicated my- 
self with the incense that turned my head. 
You can do nothing for me. Send me a 
mad doctor. Have compassion on me, I 
am mad!’ I cannot think of it without 
shuddering. As soon as he saw that all 
the means which he employed to increase: 
his strength had just the opposite effect, 
death was constantly before his eyes. From 
this moment, madness took possession of 
his soul. He expired under the torments 
of the furies.”"—-From Our Hope. Sent by 
E. M. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


A Convincing Conversion.—Why call 
ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say? (Golden Text.) There was 
in a certain village a very mean man 
who sold wood to his neighbors, and who 
always took advantage of them by cutting 
his logs a few inches under the required 
four feet. One day the report was circu- 
lated that the wood chopper had been con- 
verted. Nobody believed the report, for 
they all declared that he was beyond being 
reached. One man, however, slipped quietly 
out of the grocery store where the con- 
version was being discussed and soon came 
running back in excitement and shouted: 
“It’s so! He has been!” They all asked, 
“How do you know?” “Why, I have been 
over and measured the wood that he cut 
yesterday. It is a good four feet long!” 
That testimony convinced the crowd.— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by C. W. 
English, Alhambra, Cal. 


Her Stumblingblock.—Why call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say? (Golden Text.) A clergyman was 
kneeling in church, talking with a young 
woman bowed there, who was seeking 
Christ at a time of revival. Something 
seemed to worry her. “What is it?” asked 
the minister kindly; “have you surrendered 
all?” “I have tried,” the woman sobbed. 
‘What is the matter, then?” “It’s the way 
Christian people have treated me. I am 
afraid I shall have to give up my place in 
the family where I work as a servant. The 
man is so cross and impatient with me.” 
“Give it up, then. God will supply some- 
thing better,” said the minister; “for whom 
do you work?” The woman raised her 
bowed head. “For you, sir.” “It’s our 
June!” gasped the minister. Then it all 
flashed upon his mind—his quick, impa- 
tient disposition, his domineering spirit — 
and with a burst of tears he sought for- 
giveness there and then.—From The Illus- 
trator. Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


we 


All the green fields of the Scriptures are 
for all the sheep of His pasture, none are 
feuced off from us—Amy. Carmichael. 




















Lesson for February 9 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the plain words that our 
Lord Jesus gave as he taught those around 
him. We thank thee that we do not need to 
be great in. the sight of the world in order to 
‘understand the great truths such as are set 
forth in this lesson. We pray. that thou wilt 
help us to be doers of the Word and not hearers 
only. Help us to build upon deep foundations 
such as thy Word furnishes for every ‘willing 
hearer who would have the structure of his 
life stand firmly against the floods and the 
storms of severe testing. May we have the 
uncritical spirit in dealing with others, and 
may we be keenly aware of the weaknesses in 
our own lives that so greatly need correction 
and cure by thine own indwelling presence. We 
ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How much easier it 
is to see where the other fellow is in the 


‘ wrong than it is to realize where oneself 


is in the wrong! A good look in the mir- 
ror of God’s Word may show us some 
things of which we ought to be very much 
ashamed in our own lives. So ashamed 
indeed, that we shall not be so severe in 
our criticism of others. And we do not 
need to see ourselves as others see us so 
much as to see what there is in our con- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories** 
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duct and°our ways that is displeasing to 
God. Let us in a new way this week ask 
God to point out to us in what ways we 
are uncomfortable to live with; unfair to 
others; -disobedient to his revealed will, 
and then let us commit the whole matter to 
the Lord Jesus who offers to give us re- 
lease from the bondage of sin in little things 
as well as in great. Let us pray. 


Oim”) 6LAULTS 
WHICH DO WE SEE MOST EASILY ? 














we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for February 9) 


1. Matthew, being the Gospel that presents 
Christ as King, and in relation to the Old 
Testament law, includes the interpretation of 
the Old Testament law, and its relation to 
the new order. Luke, writing for Gentiles, 
omits this. The Lord’s prayer and other 
teachings in Matthew’ 8 account are given else- 
where in Luke. 


2. He speaks with authority, as the Law- 
giver, referring to the message as “my say- 
ings.” He recognizes also that men will call 
him, “Lord, Lord.” Those who build their 
houses on a rock not only hear his sayings, 
but come to him personally (Luke 6: 47). 


3. The bitter conflict with the Pharisees, 
the all night in prayer, the choosing of the 
twelve apostles. e Twelve were to take 
the place of these false shepherds, the religious 
leaders who were rejecting Christ. The ser- 
mon. may be thought of as the ordination of 
the Twelve. It also presents a righteousness 
that was > in contrast to the teaching and 
practice of the Pharisees. 

4. The word implies full development, 
growth into maturity of godliness, not sinless 
perfection (Dr. Scofield). 

5. In John 15: 1-8. 

6. Matthew 7: 15-20 and Matthew 12: 33- 
37, taken in their setting, and especially Luke 
6:45 make clear that Christ was speaking of 
false teachers, those who teach false words or 
false doctrine. These false words are the fruit 
of a wicked, unbelieving heart. 

7. The Lord also says, Pe ay righteous 
judgment” (John 7: 24). he judging that 
is forbidden is unkind a wrong judgment, 
and a critical spirit. The Lord himself judges 
and condemns the Pharisees, and tells us how 
to judge aright by having the taken out 
of our own eyes that we may see the mote 
in the eyes of others. 

8. Matthew 7: 21-23. 

9. The teaching was given to personal dis- 
ciples of the Lord Jesus, and proclaims the 
righteousness of the new order, which the 
Lord came to inaugurate, No. teachings ate 
given here that are not repeated and enlarged 
upon in the Epistles. 

10. Rejoice and “leap ifot joy”; love and 
pray for the persecutors. 





lA 


% JAN 
Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith Boys" Class 


How the Lesson is Taught “This ‘Week 
Beginning: Foundation and Fruit. 


Discussion: What is the test of fruit — 
the kind to eat? Draw the parallel in spir- 
itual fruit. 


Objective: Knowing and doing God’s will. 


AY, fellows, here are two ends of a 

life: the foundation and the fruit.. In 
the closing seven verses of the sixth chap- 
ter of Luke, our Lord gives the sweep of 
a whole life, in its possibilities of good and 
its possibilities of bad. First he notices the 
fruit, and he knows by that what sort of 
foundation produced it; rather, he is giving 
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JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 
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you and me a way to know, for he himself 
understands it all without outward signs. 

Two things we want to consider today: 
First, we want to produce good fruit; what 
will do it? Second, we want to know where 
to find good fruit — that which will satisfy. 
If you are only halfway worth while, fel- 
lows, you are concerned about both of these 
questions. 

Our Lord tells us plainly what will pro- 
duce the good fruit: it is a good founda- 
tion. And there are two things necessary 
to a good foundation: hearing God’s Word 
and doing what God requires. Those two 
wil! secure a good foundation; if your life 
is planted'on such a foundation no storms 
can wreck it. There can be no upsets. 
You can face the future as confidently as 
though it were already history. 

A fellow asked me how to get interested 
in the Bible. I was glad to see he was 
interested enough to ask about it. He had 
the spark of a desire for a good foundation. 
It only needed to be fed some fuel and 
fanned to get a blaze. So I told him just 
to read it. Read it some every day and 
read it systematically. He would come to 
love it. He could not know it nor under- 
stand it without reading it; give the Bible 
a chance to make his acquaintance. A strong 
friendship would follow. At first it may 
seem tedious, but stand by; sooner or later 
it will be coming through to him. This 
will be more rapid and more thorough as he 
puts into practice the truth he learns. Then 
he will bear fruit; and, fellows, I want to 
tell you there is a tremendous satisfaction 
in knowing you have produced fruit that 
is pleasing to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Oh, the wonder and grace 

To look Christ in the face 

And not be ashamed ! 

For you gave what He claimed, 
And you laid down your all 
For His sake, at His call; 

He had counted on you 

And you failed NOT. 


The other thing you are vitally concerned 
about is where to find real fruit — where 
to discover the real satisfactions of life. 
And here is the tragic fact —that fellows 
are going to thorn bushes for figs and to 
bramble bushes for grapes. Cigarettes are 
thorn bushes, and they leave their thorns 
in the flesh—tyrant thorns that become 
masters and make a slave of the smoker. 
Do you enjoy being a slave? “They sat- 
isfy!” (Save the mark!) I say satisfy; 
no, they only create a greater craving. 
May the Lord have pity-on a poor cigarette 
slave, 

Movies. A bramble bush if ever there 
was one. Go there for grapes, and what 
do you get? Oh, yes, occasionally there 
is a “good picture,” with a “moral.” The 
Devil sees to it that a few of those are 
sprinkled along —just enough to befuddle 
the judgment of some very good people; 
but, as a rule you are closed in by darkness 
with eyes focused upon filth — infidelity, 
lust, and debauchery. Where these presen- 
tations are not actual, the suggestions are 
so subtle they cannot be escaped; and one 
comes out of the place with the walls of his 
soul hung with pictures that stifle the spir- 
itual life and destroy the appetite for real 
grapes. There are other thorns and bram- 
bles that offer false fruit, but my space is 
used up. Philippians 4:8 covers the rest 
of it. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
You’ll need a pair of dark glasses, a pair 
of clear glasses with dirt on them, and a 
quarter. 











NE of you boys come up here and help 

me a minute. Put on these dark 
glasses. Now look at the class. Don’t 
the girls look nice in their pretty bright 
dresses, and isn’t the sunshine bright and 
beautiful ? 

But the boy says he cannot see any sun- 
shine, and the girls all have dark, dull 
dresses. 

Here’s a pair of clear glasses, and I want 
another boy to put them on. Now you can 
see the pretty dresses and the sunshine, 
can’t you? 

Yes, but the dresses have dirty smudges 
on them, and everything I look at is dirty. 
Even the sunshine is not so very bright. 

Let’s have one of the girls here a min- 
ute. Hold this quarter up close to your 
eye. Now what can you see? Not very 
much, just a little around the edge of the 
quarter. 

In our lesson today, the Lord Jesus tells 
us how careful we should be about saying 
unkind things about somebody else. He 
says we see a mote in our brother’s eye, 
and want to pull it out, and we cannot see 
the beam, a much larger thing, in our own 
eye. 

We've just learned that something wrong 
with our eyes can spoil everything we look 
at, even the beauty of the sunlight. Many 
times something wrong with us makes other 
people look wrong to us. God says a strange 
thing about this in Romans 2:1, “For 
wherein thou judgest another, thou con- 
demnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest 
the same things.” 

Stop and think about that. I hear a lit- 
tle girl say, “I don’t like Mary, she always 
wants to run our games.” Why does this 
little girl mind? Because she, too, wants 
to run the games. A boy was always accus- 
ing some other fellow of cheating, but after 
while, the boys discovered that he had been 
cheating all the time. 

When we are tempted to say mean things 
about somebody else, let us remember God’s . 
command, “Speak not evil one of another,” 
and then take a look at our own hearts, and | 
we'll find that sin in our own heart is the 
reason we want to say mean things about 
another. 

May we bow our heads and ask God to 
take the sin out of our own heart. 

We'll remember our Memory Verse, (Jas. 
4: 11a) better if we print it on these clean 
white hearts. 

Mopesto, CAL. . 
ve 

The pledged word of God to man its no 
puff-ball to break at a touch and scatter 
into dust. It is iron. It is gold, that most 
malleable of all metals. It ts more golden 
than gold. It abideth imperishable for ever. 
If we wait till we have clear enough vision 
to see the expected end before we stay our 
mind upon him who is our Strength, we 
shall miss an opportunity that will never 
come again: we shall never know the bless- 
ing. of the unoffended—Amy Carmichael. 
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DME he 


Lesson for February 9 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 16. How Far Should Authority Be 
Respected? Rom. 13 : 1-8. 





Sunday, February 9 


Stoning the Prophets 
(Matt. 23 : 29-39) 





Mon.—The first martyr (Gen. 4: 1-8). 

Tues.—True till death (2 Chron. 24: 17-21). 

Wed.—Hunted and persecuted (1 Kings 
19 : 1-3). 

Thurs.—First Christian martyr (Acts 6: 


9-15). 
Fri—What to expect (John 16 : 1-4). 
Sat.—Victory of the victims (Rev. 7:9- 
17). 











ERHAPS it might be well, as we pre- 

pare to lead our young people’s prayer 
meeting for this week, to understand clearly 
just what is a prophet. To those of us 
who know our Bibles the word suggests 
some of the majestic figures of the Old 
Testament such as Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and the like. And we are likely 
to associate with the word the foretelling 
of future events. However, if we will think 
of it carefully, we shall see that a prophet, 
in the sense in which the word is used in 
the Scriptures, is not necessarily one who 
foretells, but rather one who forth tells. 

There is a clear distinction between a 
prophet and a priest. A prophet comes 
from God to the people. <A priest goes 
to God for the people. Sometimes these 
functions were combined in one individual. 
Moses and Samuel are good examples of 
the prophet-priest. Sometimes men of God 
are used for only one of these functions. 
Isaiah and Elijah are examples of this type. 
But a prophet may not work miracles or 
foretell future events. He may be simply 
a mouthpiece for God. 

So. we may think, therefore, of a prophet 
as one: who comes to the people with a 
message from God. In this sense, there- 
fore, we shall see that there are prophets 
today just as truly as there were prophets 
of old. Every one who proclaims God’s 
messages as set forth in his Word is a 
* prophet, in that he is a forth teller. 


it ye 


-\ But the strange thing that the Lord 
Jesus pointed out to the people of his day, 
as shown in our Scripture lesson for this 
‘eek’s prayer meeting, is that men have 
..Ways stoned or persecuted the prophets 
God has sent them. Truth always en- 
ightens or enrages. 


* We do not often think of Abel as a 
prophet. Yet the Lord Jesus speaks of 
him as the first in the list. He was a 
prophet in the sense that he showed forth 
to his brother Cain, through his animal 
sacrifices, the necessity for the shedding 
of blood for the remission of sins. Cain 
was,.not willing to accept God’s truth and, 
in order to silence his brother’s. witness, 
killed him. So it has ever been with un- 


regenerate man. When he is not willing 
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to listen to God’s truth he has sought by 
violent means to silence the messenger. 


Pd 

But what is the message for us, in this 
day, concerning the stoning of the prophets? 
It is twofold. First, we should understand 
that, if we would be forth tellers of God’s 
truth, we may expect persecution. Those 
who are carrying God’s Word to the utter- 
most parts experience the violent opposi- 
tion of unregenerate men just as did the 
prophets of old. Those of us who seek 
to tell forth his Word in more civilized 
regions may escape the physical harm, but 
are sure to encounter opposition just as 
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real, and hatred that is just as bitter and 
unreasonable, although sometimes clothed 
in more polite forms. The Lord Jesus 
warns all those who would follow him of 
just this sort of thing. Read Matthew 
10: 24, 25; John 15:20; 13: 13-17. 
b 

The second lesson that we should learn 
from the stoning of the prophets is that, 
just as in olden times it was those who 
claimed to be the religious leaders of the 
people who were bitterest in their prese- 
cution of the prophets, so we may today 
expect to find persecution from those whom 
we should have reason to suppose would 





HERE IS A PROVEN ATTENDANCE SYSTEM THAT 





has been so successful. 





WiTLe 
System 


This Trade Mark 
is on all genuine 
Little Cross and 
Crown Pins for 
Your Protection. 











Cartersville, Georgia. 


h, Conesville, Iowa. 





T2 THOSE who have been alert to the best methods of Church and Sunday 
School work Little’s Cross and Crown System needs no introduction. For 
many years it has been in successful operation in thousands of Sunday Schools 
where at the start it brought big increases in attendance and in offerings—and 
then holds those gains. In all these years no other system has been devised that 


Doubles Attendance—Doubles Offerings! 


Be Sure it is Little’s czz, System 


Like all successful plans and devices, this long estab- 
lished system is being copied. 
effectiveness of such a proven plan with its pins, wreaths 
and bars of established quality for an unknown systen. 


BRING PRAISE—PAY FOR THEMSELVES 
“ The Cross and Crown System increased our school more 
than 0%, the offerings nearly 300%. —Jacob Miller, Ar- 
zo. 


“« More than pleased, increase in attendance over 100%, in 
collections pe pine Bong Delighted.” —John E. Barnard, 


“ Have used Cross and Crown 
ance sure togrow and pay for the pins G. McCul- 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED PLAN AND PRICES. 
CHRISTIAN FINANCE ASSOCIATION, 102 Maiden Lane, New York, N. Y. 


9: 





Do not tamper with the 


System three years, attend- 
ins.” —F. G. McC 
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Let us tell you 
how you may have 


Protection in Old Age 
Freedom from Worry 
A Steady Income 
Permanent Satisfaction 


world conditions. 


out the world. 


Christian ministry it renders. 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York } ; 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet §$ 123 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 











| Name Denomination 
Address 
| City. ) 








in the check that comes regularly to 
you as a holder of an Annuity Agree- 
ment of the American Bible Society. 


Such checks have been issued reg- 
ularly for over 80 years . . helping 
to bring security and satisfaction in 
spite of disturbing and perplexing 


In addition there’s the fine satis- 
faction of taking part in the signifi- 
cant work of making the Bible more 
and more widely available through- 


The booklet, “A Gift That Lives,” 
explains the plan, and tells you how you 
may avail yourself of its advantages both 
to yourself and to the indispensable 
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STANDARD COURSES in 
The BIBLE and THEOLOGY 


Loyal to the Christian. Fundamentals 
Co-educational Interdenominational 
SEMINARY &VENING SCHOOL, Central 
Y. M. C.-A,, Phila,, Pa,; Wilmington, Del.; 

Lancaster, Pa, ‘Degree credit. Free tuition. 
COLLEGE .OF BIBLICAL EDUCATION, 
Wilmington, Del. B.A. degree (4 yrs.). Di- 
ploma in ‘Tueology.(2 yrs.) or Christian Ed. 
(1 yr.) Twelve teachers. /ree tuition. 
CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGE AND 
GRADUATE SCHOOL. Degree courses for 
persons with one year of residence credit (may 
be satisfied in Evening Sch.). Courses for the 
college and seminary grad. Reasonable tuition. 
WRITE AT .ONCE for application 
and catalog. State course desired. 
Second Semester starts February roth 


AMERICAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY — 


815 N. Adame St., Wilmington, Del. 


PROPHECY 


An accurate Scriptural study. 
Tracing the Messiah through 
the:Old and New Testaments, 
Should ‘be in ‘the hands of 
every ‘Bible loving Christian. 


SENT FREE 
Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
2248 ‘Westchester Ave., New York City 


























1400 ROOMS 
with BATH, RADIO 
and SERVIDOR 


$7).50 


from single 
AND $3.50 DOUBLE | 





Whether you come to New 
York for ‘business or plea- 
sure, you'll find the Lincoln, 
one of Gotham’s largest and 
newest hotels, offers you 
superior accommodations for 
your hotel dollar in New York. 


@ One block to Times Square... 
3 blocks to Sth Avenue...8 min- 
utes to Wall Street. 


@ 32 stories of sunshine...three 
fine restaurants . . . the Coffee 
Shop, the Grill Room and the 
famous BLUE ROOM. 


NEW YORK’S 4 STAR HOTEL 
x * &k *® 


Stotee 


LINCOLN 


44th to 45th Sts. at 8th Avenue’ 












NEW YORK 





When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday :School Times. 
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support and welcome God’s truth. Some 
one has well said, our enemies manufac- 
ture the bullets that wound us, but it takes 
our friends to shoot them. 

It. was Martin Luther’s associates and 
fellow ecclesiastics who hounded him most 
bitterly. It was the established church 
to which they belonged that was most in- 
tolerant of the Wesleys when they began 
to preach. We need not be surprised, there- 
fore, to find, in denominations of our pres- 
ent day, those in places of leadership who 
would turn and rend any who are seeking 
to proclaim God’s truth, 


p4 

But what of ourselves? Should not we 
soberly ask ourselves if we, by our atti- 
tude or efforts, have been stoning the 
prophets? Are our hearts open to the 
searching of God’s Word when we hear it 
proclaimed, or do we feel resentment or 
speak bitterly against those whose state- 
ments of God’s truth make us uncomfort- 
able, or whose lives condemn some of the 
things we do? Let us see to it that the 
warning of the Lord Jesus against such 
an attitude or action does not fall upon 
deaf ears, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Dorothy's Squirre! Friends 
By Eva M. Bruce 


ioe up in a hollow tree, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bushytail made their home. With 
leaves and soft grasses they made their 
bed snug and warm, away from the cold 
morth winds and the snow. 

All during the summer and fall they 
worked hard, storing away nuts and seeds 
for food during the winter when Jack Frost, 
with icy fingers, paints pictures on the 
window panes and hangs gleaming icicles 
from eaves and fountains. 

It was then that Mr. and Mrs. Bushy- 
tail rolled themselves up so snug and warm, 
and, with their tails for blankets, went to 
sleep to dream of sunny days when they 
would scamper again through the grass to 
their favorite hickory-nut tree, and play 
hide-and-seek in the garden where Dorothy 
lived. 

Dorothy loved Mr. and Mrs. Bushytail 
and often watched them at play. She tacked 
a small box to the trunk of the hickory tree, 
and always remembered to put a cracker 
or a handful of nuts there for their break- 
fast. They grew quite tame, and often 
would venture near enough to take the 
food from her hand. 

One crisp, cool morning Mr. Bushytail 
looked over their store of food and said 
to his wife: “The wind blew hard last 
night, and I am sure a lot of nuts came 
down; we need a few more to fill our store- 
room; let us go and bring some home.” 
Mrs. Bushytail gave her head a wise little 
nod, and away they scampered to the hick- 
ory tree in Dorothy’s garden. Sure enough, 
the wind had shaken a lot of the nuts to 
the ground. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bushytail were so happy 
that they played a little game of hide-and- 
seek around the tree before .they began 
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work, chuckling in their glee at the cries 
of “Thief! Thief!” coming. from the saucy 
bluejays, and choosing the biggest nuts, 
then hurrying away to the old hollow tree. 
Again and again they made the trip to 
the hickory tree and back to their little 
home, until the little storeroom was almost 
full. Mr. Bushytail said to his wife: 
“There is room for just one more nut; 
I’ll make the last trip while you get din- 
ner,” and away he scampered, while Mrs. 
Bushytail busied herself getting dinner. 

Mr. Bushytail had just reached the gar- 
den when he heard a crowd of boys shout, 
“Let’s catch that squirrel!” Quick as a 
flash he scooted up the hickory tree, but 
the boys came right into the garden and 
began throwing stones at poor Mr. Bushy- 
tail. He leaped from limb to limb as the 
stones came close to him, but finally the 
very biggest boy took a sling from his 
pocket, and with a smooth, round stone 
aimed straight at Mr. Bushytail and hit 
him on the leg, breaking the leg and knock- 
ing him out of the tree. He struck the 
ground so hard that it took his breath away 
for the moment, and he lay limp and al- 
most lifeless on the grass. 

The shouts of the boys brought Dorothy 
and her mother to the door just as Mr. 
Bushytail fell to the ground. The boys 
pounced upon him like hungry wolves, and 
were so excited that they did not see Dor- 
othy’s mother until she was beside them. 
Saying, reproachfully, “Boys, see what you 
have done to one of God’s little creatures ;, 
how could you be so cruel?” she took the 
limp little body in her hands. The boys 
hung their heads in shame, and hurried 
away as Dorothy began to cry. 

Dorothy’s father, being a doctor, gently 
set the broken leg, binding little wooden 
splints around it to hold it in place until 
it healed.. He then brought an old parrot 
cage from the attic and made in it a soft 
bed of cotton, then laid Mr. Bushytail on it. 

When Mr. Bushytail finally opened his 
eyes and found himself a prisoner, he was 


frightened, but he soon realized he was 
now among friends. In a few days he 
was so much improved that he was allowed 
to hobble about the house. Perhaps . he 
wondered what Mrs. Bushytail was doing 
all this time, and he looked: sad and lonely 
when he sat in the window overlooking 
the garden. Mrs. Bushytail, being very 
timid, never ventured there alone. 

At last the north wind blew hard one 
night, and the snow covered the ground. 
The saucy bluejays had gone to the sunny 
southland for the winter, and Mrs. Bushy- 
tail was tucked away in the hollow tree, 
all snug and warm. She could not im- 
agine what had happened to Mr. Bushytail. 
Dorothy took the parrot cage to the attic 
over the kitchen, and there Mr. Bushytail 
spent much of his time sleeping, hidden 
from sight in his soft, warm cotton bed. 

When winter finally was past, and the 
snow gone from the ground, Mr. Bushytail 
grew restless and longed for his freedom. 
He spent much time in the window over- 
looking the garden; Dorothy said he was 
looking for Mrs. Bushytail — but she never 
came. One day Dorothy took Mr. Bushy- 
tail into the garden to play. They were 
having great sport, when along came a 
little friend of Dorothy’s carrying a lovely 
new doll in her arms. Dorothy «stopped 
her play to admire the doll, and. for a 
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moment Mr. Bushytail was forgotten. When 
she came back to the garden he had gone. 
Dorothy called and called, but no. Bushy- 
tail came. She was a sad little girl that 
night, and for many nights after. She 
loved her little playfellow dearly, and feared 
that the boys had caught him again. 

When Mr. Bushytail left the garden he 
hurried to the hollow tree, but found it 
cut down, and some men splitting it into 
firewood. A dog, belonging to one of them, 
caught sight of him and gave chase. It 
was a long way to another tree, and the 
dog nearly caught him before he got there, 
and then barked and barked around the 
tree until dark. 

For days and days Mr. Bushytail had 
to stay in that tree. Every morning the 
dog came back, and would not let him down. 
But one day the man who owned the dog 
moved away and took the dog with him; 
then Mr. Bushytail came down and scam- 
pered away to a clump of big trees. Who 
should be there but Mrs. Bushytail, hunt- 
ing acorns for her breakfast. They were 
so glad to see each other that they romped 
and played all day. That night they tucked 
themselves away among the leafy branches 
of a big oak tree. 

Early next morning Mr. Bushytail 
coaxed his wife to go back to Dorothy’s 
garden. Dorothy was eating breakfast, 
when she heard the blue jays scolding, 
“Thief! Thief!” She ran to the window 
to see if her pet had come back, and there 
he and his wife were, playing hide-and-seek 
in the grass around the hickory tree. Clap- 
ping her hands and shouting gleefully, 
“Mother, Mother, Mr. Bushytail has come 
back and brought Mrs. Bushytail with 
him!” she ran into the garden to greet her 
pet. It did not take much coaxing for Mr. 
Bushytail to take his breakfast from her 
hands; but Mrs. Bushytail hid herself in 
the treetop, and would not.come down. All 
day long Mr. Bushytail coaxed her to come 
into the house where he was so much at 
home, but she stayed in the tree, chatter- 
ing and scolding until he came gut again. 

Dorothy’s father made a little squirrel 
house and fastened it high up in the hickory 
tree, and they were the happiest little squir- 
rels you ever saw when they set up house- 
keeping there. Dorothy was happy, too, 
because she had her little playfellows back 
again, 

Or.Lanno, FLA, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

8, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 3 to 9 

Mon.—Luke 6 : 39-45. 
The Nature of Righteousness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every tree is 
known by his own fruit.” The essence 
of righteousness is its inwardness. It is 
a principle of life; a constitutional quality. 
It is not a native grace. Its impartation 
is coincident with receiving Christ. It is 
impossible by law or by works. It is an 
unmistakable evidence of the new birth. Re- 
nounce self-righteousness ; then by the Spirit 
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of righteousness, and the Word of right- 
eousness seek the perfection of obedience 
to Christ. Pray that the righteousness of 
Christ be manifest in his people. 


Tues.—Luke 6 : 46-49. 
, The Foundation of Righteousness. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Like a man-which 
built... on a rock.” Satan cannot shake 
the groundwork of the weakest, obedient 
saint. The support of such a soul rests 
in the faithfulness of God. Satan’s great- 
est difficulty in his conflict with the child 
of God is in shaking his reliance upon 
Christ. His faith being built upon “The 
Great Rock Foundation” — Christ Jesus is 
unconquerable. “The flood . . . could not 
shake it.’ Pray that the tested faith of 
sorely tried saints may not waver. 


Wed.—Luke 6 : 27-37. 
The Quality of Righteousness. 
Prayer Suacestions: “Kind unto the 
unthankful and to the evil.” The ruling 
spirit of the child of God is unselfish. He 
has the disinterested spirit of the Good 
Samaritan. He loves, prays, gives, and is 
merciful as his Father in Heaven is merci- 
ful. He is constrained to feel for sinners, 
and to weep over the lost. “Love ye your 
enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping 
for nothing again; and your reward shall 
be great.” Pray for pure Calvary love, 
and passion, 


Thurs.—Matthew 5 : 21-26. 
Righteousness and Worship. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Be reconciled... 
then come and offer thy gift.” The essence of 
true worship is right relationship with God 
and with man. Unconfessed sin separates 
between the soul and God. “The face of 
the Lord is against them that do evil” (Psa. 
34:16). “Be reconciled,” then draw nigh 
to God. Righteousness is indispensable to 
true worship. The Communion service 
fosters right relations with Goa and with 
man. It should be a time of intensive spir- 
itual check-up. In memory of Christ who 
loved us and gave himself for us let us 
forgive. Pray that disunity among Chris- 
tians be lamented and repented, 


Fri.—Galatians 6 : 1-10. 
Self-Righteousness condemned. 
Prayer Succestions: “If a man think 
himself to be something, when he is noth- 
ing, he deceiveth himself.” Self-righteous- 
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For Those 
_ Who Seek 
The Truth! 


THE TRUTH OF 
BIBLE HISTORY 


as found inscribed on stone monuments, walls, 
tombs, tablets, pottery, etc. Undeniable evi- 
dence from the ruins of buried cities recently 
brought to light by the pick and spade. 

For use in Schools and Colleges, adapted 
to private reading and study teachers, 
preachers, Bible students, and all who are 
interested in the evidences of Christianity. A 
gould mine of knowledge for Bible students. 
This book is completely indexed, printed in 
legible type, durably bound in cloth. 


Price, $2.00 postpaid 
ROCK CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept. S. 

110 Seventh Ave., North 
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“JOHN WESLEY—#”” 
PREMILLENNIALIST” 


A book long out of print—and of tremendous 
value in our time—is now brought back into 
print in popular form for wide distribution. 
Yet Bible-loving Methodists — and all others, 
read this most refreshing book. 

Only 30 cents. 


By Nathaniel West and Howard W. Kellogg 
“Bible on Birth Control” 


Christians who are in a quandary over this 
modern discussion may be surprised to learn 
that the only safe control plan known is found 
in the Old Testament. Keith L. Brooks has 
offered something truly constructive and be- 
lievers will get a satisfactory answer here. 


Price, 25 cents. 





“Prophecy Monthly”—the delight 
of Prophetic Students, $1 year. 4 months’ 
| trial, 25 cents. 
BROOKS PUBLISHERS 
2003 Addison Way LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
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The Bible Course is arranged 
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ness is self-deception. It has the condem- 
nation of God. “All our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). “For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing” (Rom. 7: 18). Con- 
science, men, and God condemn self-adula- 
tion. The lurking persistence of the spirit 
of self-applause in our hearts should com- 
pel watchfulness, prayerfulness, and fre- 
quent self-examination. Pray to escape 
from the deceitful snure of self-flattery. 


Sat.—Matthew 7 : 15-23. 
Unrighteousness Disclosed and Punished. 
Prayer Suacestions: “Evil things come 
from within, and defile” The fountain 
defiles the stream. The heart defiles the 
life. A man is no better than his inward 
self, The Lord looks upon the heart. As 
a man thinketh in his heart so is he. Sooner 
or later men reveal their true character. 
The heart seeks expression. Revealed or 
unrevealed sin .brings divine condemnation. 
Either God or the Devil is at the well- 








**‘Keep Away 
From This 
God- Forsaken 


Place!*? 


And What a God-Forsaken 
Crime-Infested Place It Was! 


N ALMOST deserted community! An 

old log church abandoned for twenty- 
five count A cemetery where seventy 
murdered men lay buried ! 


SEVENTEEN poor families lived in this 
desolate community and only seven 
owned a Bible. One girl had been a 
widow four times before she was twenty- 
one years of age. Her four husbands, 
her father and two brothers... all 
murdered ! 


NE of our staunch missionaries— 
against the advice of friends who 
pleaded with:him to ‘‘keep away from this 
God-forsaken place’’ — went among these 
hapless people, organized a Union Sun- 
day School and held revivals in which the 
entire community helped. As a result a 
church was organized and a pastor was 
called. 


FOR fourteen years this man has worked 
among the mountaineers of his state. 
In this .badly-neglected section he has or- 
ganized over one hundred Sunday Schools 
and out of ‘these have grown nineteen 
churches of six. different denominations, 


JYUNDREDS of men of the same strong 
spiritual -fibre have consecrated -their 
lives to the missionary work of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union. ‘They are tak- 
ing the Bible and Christian training to 
thousands of rural communities and isolated 
homes in this land. 
‘* THE SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARY "* — 
our field magazine — is filled with Grilling 
accounts of this work. A postcard wil 
bring a:sample copy. 
YY ittHous. your assistance this ministry 
must be greatly curtailed. Why not 
make a sacrificial gift-to this work in behalf 
of Christ's little ones? Just send it to 
one of our missionaries, to a District Super- © 
intendent, or address — 


The Department of Missions 


AMERICAN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnat Street Philadelphia, Pa. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. TIMES 


spring of every life. Pray that God may 
reveal to you the deceitfulness and sinful- 
ness of sin. 


Sun.—Proverbs 3 : 13-18. The Worth of Wisdom. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wisdom ... is 
a tree of life.” It is abundantly fruitful. 
Like the tree in the Paradise of God it 
bears all manner of precious fruits. It 
excels all the precious things of earth; 
without it these become dross. Wisdom’s 
ways are pleasant, peaceful, and everlast- 
ingly honorable and profitable. All the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid- 
den in Christ. These become ours through 
appropriating Christ who is made unto us 
“wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption.” Live in the Word, 
walk in the Spirit, and you will grow in 
heavenly wisdom. Pray that Christ be your 
Wisdom and Counselor, 
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80,000 JEWS oi. Witseton, fat. 28 


yrs. is the only Mission carrying the Gospel to 
this people. Your prayerful and financial help 
urgently needed. Kindly communicate with 
Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 
to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada 
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tion The Sunday School Times. 


Something Entirely New for Supts. 
VISUAL LESSON HEARTS—The Heart of the 

Uniform Lesson IIustrated each Sunday with objects, 
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“There should be no contradiction in the 
words ‘Christian College.’ From years of 
close knowledge, I thoroughly believe that 

Wheaton most effectively applies the 
— of a thoroughly Christian edu- 


“Me. Pur E. Howarp, President 
The Sunday School Times Company 4N 


“True Education” 


NQUESTIONABLY affects the 

heart as well as the hand and 
the head. Leading business men and 
other outstanding people have al- 
ways recognized this fact. Because 
of its Christian standards, increas- 
ingly they are supporting Wheaton. 
Consequently, the constituency of the 
College is a growing one. A life annuity 
contract with Wheaton College is there- 
fore a safe investment. It provides incomes 
up to 9%, and eliminates the care and 
worry of reinvestment and administration 
in these troublous times. It issues at any 
age. Approved negotiable papers, such as 
mortgages, stock certificates, or bonds, are 
accepted at market value. Write for details. 





Vice PRESDENT’s OFFICE Box TF 136 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. 
Please tell me, without obligation, how I may 
provide an income for life, for myself or a 
Survivor, 
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